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Tuu spar, Feb. the gth 1743-4. 


T Three o'Clock in the Afternoon, the 
Winchelſea came in fight, in the Weſtern 

Paſſage of the Bay, and made the Signal 
that the Combin'd Fleets were coming 
out to Sea; upon which the Eſſex, at an Anchor 
under the Iſland of Porquerole, repeated the Signal: 
And after the Admiral had anſwered them, he 
immediately made the publick and private Signals 
to unmoor, which were repeated by me and the 

Rear-Admiral. I then immediately waited on 
Mr. Mathews, and defired to know (as I had the 
Honour to command next to him, and the Enemy 
in ſight) if he had any particular Commands 
or Inſtructions for me: He anſwered me, No, 
ſaying, It was very cold, and bid me go on 


THE Fleet unmoor'd, hove ſhort, and lay 
ſo all Night. The Enemies Ships that came out, 
anchor'd under the Land near Toulon Harbour ; 
being little or no Wind moſt part of the Night. | 
At Day-break ſaw the Enemy over the Low- land 
under Sail, and the reſt of their Fleet coming out. | 


42 AT 
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A Ten o'Clock our Fleet weigh'd by Sig- 
nal, with the Wind weſterly ; and half an Hour 
after, the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship a-head of 
another; which Signal I repeated, and made Sail 
a-head with my Diviſion, At half an Hour paſt 
Eleven o' Clock the Admiral having made the 
Signal for the Van of the Fleet to tack, I repeated 


the Signal and tack't; the Fleet having not 
form'd into a Line of Battle. 


FRIDAY the 10th. . 


HE Fleet continued all the Aſternoon plying 

to Windward between the Iſlands and the 
main Land in the Bay of Iieres, the Wind blowing 
freſh weſterly; while the Enemy were employ'd in 
forming a Line of Battle. At Night our Fleet an- 
chored in the Bay. At Day-break weigh'd with 
the Land Breeze; and at Seven o*Clock the Admi- 
ral having made the Signal for the Fleet to draw 
into a Line of Battle one a-ſtern of the other with 
a large Wind, and for thoſe to lead, who were to 
lead with their Starboard Tacks aboard by a Wind; 
I repeated the Signal, and anſwer'd it by making 
Sail a-head with my Diviſion : But the little Wind, 
with an high weſtern Swell, and the Ships crowd- 
ing and preſſing upon one another, hindered the 
Fleet from getting out of the Bay in the Diſpo- 
ſition of Battle, according to the Signal abroad : 
The Admiral's Diviſion and mine, having got 
into the Southern Paſſage of the Bay, where there 
is no anchoring, mixed together Heads and 
Sterns athwart, juſt upon being on Board of one 
another, entirely govern'd and conducted by the 
Swell, with all our Boats a- head, endeavouring to 

N to 
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tow the Ships clcar of one another; and it was 
with great Difficulty, and beyond Expectation, 
we eſcap'd this imminent Danger. We diſcover'd 
the Enemy, the Body of their Fleet bearing about 
S. W. ſeeming to ſtand towards us with the Wind 
weſterly, while what httle Wind we had was 
eaſterly. | | 


SATURDAY Feb. 11th. 


BOUT Noon the Bovne and Chicheſter 
joined us from England; at half an Hour 
atter the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 


to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship a-head 


of another; which I repeated. At Two o' Clock 
being almoſt calm, he hoiſted a blue Flag at the 
Flag-Staff on the Mizen Top-maſt-head, and 


fired a Gun, which Signal, by the 8th Article of 


the Fighting Inſtructions, is for him that com- 
mands in the 3d Poſt, and the Ships of the Lar- 
board Quarter to clap by the Wind, and to come 
to their Larboard Tack : But by the Ninth Arti- 
cle of the Sailing Inſtructions, it is for all the 
Ships of the Fleet to bring to with their Larboard 
Tack, the Admiral having brought to, I repeated 
the Signal, and brought to with the Larboard 
Tack, being very little Wind, and the Swell 
driving us nearer and ncarer the Iſland of Porgue- 
role. At three o'Clock the eaſterly Wind having 
prevailed, luckily for us, the Admiral made the 
Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, 
one Ship abreaſt of another: I repeated the Sig- 
nal, and the Fleet made Sail: The Enemy brouglit 
to in a Line of Battle, being twenty-eight Ships in 
their Line, ſixteen Frencb, and twelve Spaniſh 3 a 
French RearAdmiralin their Center, a Commodore 
in their Van, and a Spaniſh Rear Admiral in their 
Rear, In the Evening, about half an Hour after it 

Was 
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was dark,theAdmiral put abroad four Lights in his 
Fore Shrouds, and fired eight Guns, which is the 
Night Signal for the Fleet to bring to, and the 
windward-moft Ships to do it firſt: Accordingly, I 
repeated this Signal, and brought to,being ina Line 


a-breaſt with Admiral Mathews, within three 
Miles of the Enemy; two of whoſe Ships bore 
away from me, Wind variable in the eaſtern 
Quarter all Night. At Day break, finding my- 
felf at a greater Diſtance from the Admiral than 
at Night when I brought to, occafioned by a 
Shift of Wind, Eddy or Indraught of the Iflands, 
while he was in the Offing, in the Power of the 
Current, I made Sail, and, by that Time the 
Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet to make 
Sail, which I repeated at half paſt fix o Clock 
in the Morning, I was near being a- breaſt of 
him, though our Diviſions were far from being 
cloſed together; and the Rear Admiral's a great 
Way to windward of the Line of Battle. 


TH E combined Fleets made ſail, and ſtretch'd 
in good Order of Battle to the Southward. At 
half an Hour paſt Seven o'Clock the Admiral 
made the Signal for the Rear Admiral and his 
Diviſion to make more Sail, which I repeated; 
and ſoon after he made my Signal to do the ſame, 
having at that Time all my Sail abroad. Before 
eight o Clock, Lieutenant Faſper, the Admiral's 
Lieutenant, came on board with the Admiral's 
Directions to me, that he would lay bye until I 
cord get up with my Diviſion to cloſe the Line 
of Battle with him: But, inſtead thereof, I ha- 
ving obferved to Mr. Jaſper, that the Admiral 
had rather made more Sail, and went faſter from 
me, he reply*d, that ſoon after he put off from his 
Ship, the Namure, ſhe had made moresail, —_— 

| 55 


2 


+, 8 oi , 
= e LEWES LY 4M 


- Þ 


_ 


BD 


8 a 
| TED * 


FED? © bs 


+ 1 
ws TIS «oh 


G73 
leſs, he thought it his Duty not to return before he 
had delivered to me the Admiral's Meſſage; ſoon 
after, Lieutenant Knowler, of the Namure, came 
on Board of me from the Admiral, with Orders 
for me to make more Sail ; upon which I bid 
him look aloft, and ſee whether I could make 
any more Sail. Every Sail which cou'd draw 
being then ſet. Lieutenant Knowler acknow- 
ledged the Truth of what I faid, and added, 
that the Admiral was very uneaſy that the Rear 


Admiral and his Diviſion did not make more 


Sail to get into the Line of Battle. And u 

my ſaying to him, that, according to the Line, 
the Real, the Spaniſb Admiral, muſt be my Ad- 
verſary ; he reply'd, that Admiral Mathews had 
told him ſo: And after giving my Compliments 
to the Admiral with Aſſurances, that nothing 
ſnou'd be left undone that I had Power to do, to 
get along Side of the Real with all poſſible Expe- 
dition, Lieutenant Knowler returned to the Ad- 
miral. At this Time I had ordered the Captain 
of the Mercury Fireſhip to prime, and to ſend his 
People above what were neceſſary for burning his 
Ship on board of me, which was accordingly 
done; likewiſe directed him to keep an Eye upon 
me; and when I thought it neceſſary for him to 
burn his Ship, he might depend upon proper 
Aſſiſtance, with an Officer and Boats from me to 
attend him. And I having obſerved that there 
were ſix Ships a-ſtern of the Spaniſh Admiral in 
the Enemies Line; and that the ſternmoſt Ship, 
the largeſt, except the Real, as I had only four 
Ships a-ftern of me, according to Mr. Mathews's 
Order of Battle, I made the Signal for the Lieu- 
tenants of the Oxford, Nonſuch and Romney, and 
directed them to tell their Captains to fall a- 
ſtern to aſſiſt and ſupport the ſternmoſt Ships of 
my Diviſion, | At 
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At Eight o' Clock. 


T HE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship a-breaft 
of another, which I repeated. At nine he made 
the Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of 
Battle, one a- ſtern of another, with a large Wind; 
and the Rear Admiral to lead, which 1 repeated. 
And halt an Hour after, he made the Signal for 
the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship 
a-head of another, which I repeated. At this 
Time the Royal Oak joined us. 


At Half paſt Ten o'Clock. 


THE Admiral made the Signal to engage 
the Enemy, which the Rear Admiral repeated; 
but I did not. Our Fleet kept bearing down upon 
the Enemy, not at all formed in the Order of 
Battle, the Van, the Rear-AdmiraPs Diviſion be- 


ing to wind-ward four or five Miles of the Line of 


Battle; and my Diviſion, the Rear, a great Diſ- 
tance from the Center; the AdmiraPs Diviſion, 
occaſioned by the Admiral*s not laying by for me, 
according to the Meſſage ſent to me by Lieute- 
tenant Jaſper ; whereby it ſoon became impracti- 
cable for our Fleet to keep the Advantage of the 
Wind, conſidering the Foulneſs of our Ships, 


and have Room to form in a proper Diſpoſition of 


Battle, before Action, unleſs we had immediately 
haled our Wind to gain Time for that Purpoſe, 
which would have brought the Enemy more a- 
ſtern of our Fleet, The French Admiral no ſooner 
obſerved us make this Signal than he hoifted his 
Colours, as did alſo every _ of the confederate 
Fleet, and made more Sail, continuing their 
Courſe to the Southward with an Intention of 
aining the Wind, or to draw uson to fight at a 
bang upon ſuch uncqual Terms. 
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the Center of our Fleet being a-breaſt of 
e Enemies Rear, the Spaniſh Squadron, our Van 
near a-breaſt with their Center, while Fand my 
Diviſion were left a great Way a-ſtern with little 
Wind, a great Swell, and all the Probability of 
a Calm, the Rear Admiral, inſtead of being far 
enough a-head to attack the Enemies: Van, was 
where the Admiral ſhould have been : The Ad- 
mira], inſtead of being far enough a-head to at- 
tack the Enemies Center, was where I ſhould 
have been : And I, inſtead of being far enough 
a-head to attack the Enemy's Rear, was left a 
great Diſtance a- ſtern. In this Diſpoſition, con- 


5 ' B OU T half an Hour paſt one O'Clock, 


trary to the Signal for the Line of Battle then 


abroad, Admiral Mathews, without hinting to 
me the leaſt Information of his Defign, bore 
down with the Marlborough upon the Spaniſh 
Admiral, and began the Engagement : The 
Admiral was not long engaged before he left 
the Marlborough, in the Heat of Action, againſt 
the Real, and her Second a- ſtern that lay upon 
her Quarter. The Norfolk engaged the ReaPs 
Second a- head of her, which Ship ſoon bore away 
out of their Line. The three headmoſt Ships of 
the Spaniſh Squadron exchanged a Broad - ſide in 
paſiing at the headmoſt Ships of the Admiral's 

wiſion, but continued their Courſe to the South- 
ward with the French Squadron, making in all 
nineteen Ships, 


THE Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford, 
Kingston, Guernſey and Salisbury engaged at too 
great a Diſtance the Poder, a Spaniſh Ship, 
next to the Spaniſh a Second a-head, 1 

t 


(8) 
At Eight o'Clock, 


T HE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship a-breaſt 
of another, which I repeated. At nine he made 
the Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of 
Battle, one a- ſtern of another, with a large Wind; 
and the Rear Admiral to lead, which I repeated. 
And halt an Hour after, he made the Signal for 
the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship 
a-head of another, which I repeated. At this 
Time the Royal Oak joined us. 


At Half paſt Ten o'Clock. 


THE Admiral made the Signal to engage 
the Enemy, which the Rear Admiral repeated, 
but I did not. Our Fleet kept bearing down upon 
the Enemy, not at all formed in the Order of 
Battle, the Van, the Rear-AdmiraPs Diviſion be- 
ing to wind-ward four or five Miles of the Line of 
Battle; and my Diviſion, the Rear, a great Diſ- 
tance from the Center; the Admirals Diviſion, 
occaſioned by the Admiral*s not laying by for me, 
according to the Meſſage ſent to me by Lieute- 
tenant Jaſper ; whereby it ſoon became impracti- 
cable for our Fleet to keep the Advantage of the 
Wind, conſidering the Foulneſs of our Ships, 
and have Room to form in a proper Diſpoſition of 
Battle, before Action, unleſs we had immediately 
haled our Wind to gain Time for that Purpoſe, 
which would have brought the Enemy more a- 
ſtern of our Fleet, The French Admiral no ſooner 
obſerved us make this Signal than he hoifted his 
Colours, as did alſo every Ship of the confederate 
Fleet, and made more Sail, continuing their 
Courſe to the Southward with an Intention of 

aining the Wind, or to draw us on to fight at a 
979 9 upon ſuch uncqual Terms. 


r 


SUN DA x, Feb. 12. 


— 
x 0 * 


the Center of our Fleet being a- breaſt of 
the Enemies Rear, the Spaniſh Squadron, our Van 
near a-breaſt with their Center, while I and my 
Diviſion were left a great Way a-ſtern with little 
Wind, a great Swell, and all the Probability of 
a Calm, the Rear Admiral, inſtead of being far 
enough a-head to attack the Enemies: Van, was 
where the Admiral ſhould have been: The Ad- 
mira], inſtead of being far enough a-head to at- 
tack the Enemies Center, was where I ſhould 
have been: And I, inſtead of being far enough 
a-head to attack the Enemy's Rear, was left a 
great Diſtance a- ſtern. In this Diſpoſition, con- 


£ 4 B OU T half an Hour paſt one O'Clock, 


trary to the Signal for the Line of Battle then 


abroad, Admiral Mathews, without hinting to 
me the leaſt Information of his Defign, bore 
down with the Marlborough upon the Spaniſh 
Admiral, and began the Engagement : The 
Admiral was not long engaged before he left 
the Marlborough, in the Heat of Action, againſt 
the Real, and her Second a-ſtern that lay upon 
her Quarter. The Norfolk engaged the ReaPs 
Second a-head of her, which Ship ſoon bore away 
out of their Line. The three headmoſt Ships of 
the Spaniſh Squadron exchanged a Broad-fide in 
paſiing at the headmoſt Ships of the Admirals 

wiſion, but continued their Courſe to the South- 


Ward with the French Squadron, making in all 


nineteen Ships. 


T H E Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford, 
Kingston, Guernſey and Salisbury engaged at too 
great a Diſtance the Poder, a Spaniſh Ship, 
next to the Spaniſh 8 Second a- head, un- 


til 


(10) 
til the Berwick bore down and gave her Battle ; 
to which Ship ſhe afterwards ſtruck, being diſ- 
maſted. About two o' Clock, Rear Admiral Rot- 
ley and the Princeſs Caroline got a-long Side of 
M. de Court, the French Admiral, and his Second, 
and engaged them for ſome Time. The Boyne 
and Chicheſter alſo fired at the French, but at too 
great a Diſtance. The three other foremoſt Ships, 
the Naſſau, Warwick and Sterling Caſtle, though 
there was no Signal of Direction to the contrary, 
did not engage according to the Signal abroad, 
but kept their Wind, endeavouring to prevent 
the French (who had ſo great a Superiority as 


nineteen againſt ſeven) from tacking and doubling 
upon them, 


BETWEEN two and three o'Clock the Marl- 
borough*s main and mizen Maſts were ſhot by the 
Board, nevertheleſs ſhe continued to make good 
Fires upon the Enemy, although ſhe had no Aſſi- 
ſtance from her Neighbours in the Line, that 
continued laying to wind-ward, and firing at the 
Ships in the Enemies Rear, not within Gun-ſhot. 


A T four o' Clock the Dunkirk and Cambridge 
being to wind- ward of me, I fired a Shot to wind- 
ward of them, and made the Dunkirk's Signal. 


A T half paſt four o'Clock I try'd to reach 
the ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, and fired a 
Braodſied at her, but cou'd not ſtop her from 
going a-head; ſhe was before my Beam, Top- 
gallant Sails lower'd, only under her main and 
foretop Sails, with her mizen Topſail a- back; 
notwithſtanding which ſhe drew a- head of me, 
tho? there was very little Wind, with ſo high a 
ſouthern Swell, that it was all that I cou'd do to 
keep the Ports open to fire the lower Tier of Guns. 
As ſoon as I fired, ſhe returned it, then hoiſted 


her 
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her tdp-gallant Sails, filled her mizen Top: ſail, 
and let fall her Fore-ſail, and bore away from me: 
I kept going down after her, until I found 1 
ſhou'd only be able to fetch into her Wake. At 
this very Time I obſerv'd the Ann Galley Fireſhip 
with all her Sail abroad, going down upon the 
Spaniſh Admiral, who lay diſabled with his Stern 
to the Marlborough. The Enemy, in the Rear 
of the Spaniſh Admiral, fired at the Fireſhip, ex- 


cepting the two ſternmoſt Ships, but their Shot 
ſeemed to fall ſhort of her. 


ABOUT five o'Clock the Ann Galley Fire- 
ſhip, without being properly aſſiſted, appearing 
to be very near the Real; which Ship had fired 
ſeven or eight Guns at her, was preſently ſet on 

| Fire and blew up without doing Execution, A 
great Launch full of Men was ſent from the 


t |} Real to take her; but ſhe blew up before the 
- Launch boarded her. 


AT the ſame Time ſaw Rear Admiral Row- 

„% ey and his Diviſion ſtanding to the Northward 
towards us, with the Signal out for the Ships of 
his Diviſion to bear down into his Wake ; and the 


-h French Squadron on the other Tack fo cloſe after 
a them, that their Heads being towards us, we 
m cou d hardly diſtinguiſh them from one another. 

11 * IN this Diſpoſition, when the Fireſhip had 


i. miſcarried, and our Van were making what Haſte 
| they cou'd to join our Center, with the French 
*＋ eloſe after them in good Order of Battle, Admiral 

- Mathews haled down the Signal to engage the 
| Enemy, and the Signal for the Line of Battle, 


* and hoiſted the white Flag at the Flagſtaff on the 
1 Fore-top-maſt Head, the Signal to give over 


Chace; upon which I haled down the Signal for 
the Line of Battle, repeated the Signal to give 
pver Chace, and ſhortened Sail. 
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WHEN the French tack'd upon our Van, 
they had it in their Power, by their great Supe- 
riority, to deſtroy it; but tho? they ranged with- 
in Piſtol-ſhot of four or five of our Ships, where 
they could have raked them fore and aft, they 
did not fire one Shot, but bore away to the Aſſi- 
ſtance of the Spaniſh Squadron. 


At half paſt Five o Clock. 


THE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle a-head, which Sig- 
nal I repeated, There was at this Time very 
little Wind, and ſo great a Swell, that, with the 
Loſs of a good deal of Room, it was all that the 
Ships wou'd wear: The Admiral wore and form'd 
the Line of Battle on the other Tack (the Star- 
board, the ſame the Rear Admiral was upon) 
leaving the Poder, the Ship that ſtruck, to be 
retook by the French Squadron, with the Ber- 
wick's Lieutenant, and twenty-three of her Men: 
So precipitate was our Flight from the French, 
that there was not Time to fave their People. 


THE Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, Rupert and Royal 
Oak wore when the Admiral did, which conſe- 
quently brought them nearer to the ſternmoſt Þ 
Ships of the Spaniſh Squadron, that, by this 
Time, had got up in a cloſe Line with their Ad- 
miral : And in paſſing by, being on the contrary 
Tack, they fired, as did Admiral Mathews, the 
Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, Rupert, Royal Oak, Dunkirk 


and Cambridge, upon this Occaſion; which Firing 


was the laſt of the Action, and ſoon ceaſed : Our 
Fleet paſſed on, leaving the confederate Fleet. 


At 


( 13) 
At Eight o'Clock at Night. 


THE Lieutenant of the Ruſſe! came on board 
of me from the Admiral, to acquaint me, that he 
had ſhifted his Flag on board of that Ship; and 


that it was his Directions for me to keep near to 
him all Night. 


LITTLE Windall Night, variable, and 
ſometimes Calm. 


AT Day-break ſaw the Enemy in the S. W 
Quarter, little Wind about N. E. and one of our 
Ships (which proved to be the Somer/et) diſtant 
three or four Miles, exchanging ſome Shot with 
one of the Enemies Ships that was ſeparated from 
their Fleet. 


T received a Letter from Admiral Mathews, di- 
recting me, when he made the Signal for the Line 
of Battle a-head of each other, to lead with my 
Diviſion, let it be with the Starboard or Larboard 


_ Tacks on Board 


AT the ſame time ſent my Compliments to the 
Admiral by Capt. Long, with my Opinion that 
we ſhould do nothing, unleſs we engag'd the E- 
nemy in a proper Diſpoſition of Battle. 


At Nine o'Clock, 


I made the Signal for my Diviſion to give chace 
to the S. W. and crouded fail a-head, 


At Eleven o'Clock, 


THE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship a-breaſt of 
another, which J repeated. | 


Monvpay, Feb. 13. 


T Two o'Clock in the Afternoon the Ad- 
miral brought too on the Starboard Tack 3 
and at Three o Clock he made the Signal for me 


(14) 


to make Sail with my Diviſion, which I repeated, 
and anſwered by making all the Sail I could. 


AT half paſt Three o' Clock the Admiral made 
the Signal for the Rear- Admiral and his Diviſion 
to make more fail, which I repeated. 


ALL this Afternoon kept forming into a 
Line according to the Signal abroad, and going 


down upon the Enemy, who were going afore 
the Wind, retreating in great Diſorder, — 


T HE Spaniſh Squadron was a-head, and to 
Leeward of the French: Four of their Ships were 
diſabled, among which was the Real, the Spaniſh 
Admiral, whoſe Flag was flying without a Top- 
maſt on end, or a Yard a-croſs, in tow of a large 
Ship. | 

At Six o' Clock. 

OUR Fleet brought to with their Starboard 
Tacks, being perfectly well formed in a Line of 
Battle. The Body of the Spaniſh Squadron bear- 
ing of me S. W. by W. and the Body of the French 
S. W. by S. At Seven o' Clock the Eſſex ſet the 


Spaniſh diſabled Ship, that ſtruck the Day before, 
on fire, and ſhe ſoon blew up. 


THE Burford join'd us from England, and 
fell into her Station in the Line of Battle. 


At Ten O'Clock at Night. 


LOST Sight of the Enemy. Little Wind 
N. N. E. fine Moon- light Night. 


AT half paſt Two o' Clock the Admiral fired 
Ten Guns, the Signal for the Fleet to make ſail, 
which Signal I repeated and made fail, and con- 
tinued my Courſe to the Weſtward with a freſh 
Gale. 


At 
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At Day-break. 


I made the Signal for ſeeing above Twenty 
Sail of the Enemy, then bearing about W.S. 


W. of me. 
At Seven o'Clock. 


THE Admiral hoiſted a Flag ftriped red and 
white on the Flag- ſtaff at the Foretop-maſt-head, 
and fired a Gun ; which Signal, by the Thirteenth 
Article of the Fighting Inſtructions, is for the 
Vice-Admiral and his Diviſion to draw into a 
Line of Battle a-head of one another : But by the 
Fourteenth Article of the Sailing Inſtructions, it 
is for the Vice-Admiral to ſend Ships to chace : 
Upon ſeeing the Signal made by the Admiral, I 
repeated it, and with my Diviſion in the Line of 
Battle one Ship a-head of another gave chace, gain- 
ing upon the Enemy, and making their Ships 
more plain, being able to ſee them from the Deck, 
and the Real in tow. | 

AT Eight o'Clock, the Admiral made the 
Signal for the Ships to windward to bear down 
into his Wake. | 
| At Nine o'Clock. 

HE made the Signal for the Fleet to give over 
chace : Afterwards he made the Signal for my 
Captain, but ſoon haled it in again, and ſent 
the Winchelſea to me, whoſe Captain came on 
Board with Directions for me to give over chace, 


and come into the Fleet, and keep near to the 
Admiral. 


AT Ten O'Clock, the Admiral continuing 
the Signal abroad for the Ships to windward to 
bear down into his Wake, fired another Gun.— 
Freſh Gales; the Wind came more to the Eaſt- 
ward, Loft fight of the Enemy. 


THE Account I have now given, is to 
the beſt of my Knowledge, Judgment, Obſer- 
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vation and Belief, a faithful and true Account of 
the Diſpoſition and Proceedings of his Majeſty's 
Fleet, and of the Combined Fleets (ſo far as my 
Situation would allow) previous to, and after the 

Engagement: And if in the Delivery of it I 
appear too minute, I muſt beg leave to inform 
this Honourable Houſe, that in the Courſe of 
this Inquiry many Incidents and Accidents, ſmall 
in themſelves (and to Gentlemen not properly 
well acquainted with Maritime Afﬀairs, appearing 
perhaps trivial) may be attended with great, 
very great Conſequences, eſpecially in regard to 
my ſelf, whoſe Behaviour upon that important 
Occaſion, muſt in ſome meaſure be juſtified or 
condemned from them; and although it has been 
my Misfortune, not my Fault, to have received 
what I muſt humbly preſume to call a ſevere and 
undeſerved Cenſure of my Conduct in the En- 
gagement, yet J am not without hopes, that when 
this Inquiry is perfected, the Gentleman, whoſe 
Authority laid the preſent Suſpenſion on me, 
will have reaſon to think I did not deſerve it: 
And I flatter my ſelf no leſs, that when all Cir- 
cumſtances ſhall be laid before this Houle relating 
thereto, with ſuch Evidences as in a ſhort Time 
1 ſhall be able to produce in ſupport of them, 
that my Conduct ſhall appear in a Light very dif- 
ferent from what my Enemics have placed it, 
and not unworthy the Truſt, the Poſt, and Duty 
of an Admiral, My Honour, my Experience, 
and long Service, make an Inquiry moſt welcome 
to me, either here or in any other Place : It 1s 
what I have long ſolicited for, and as the Reſult 
of it will give publick Satisfaction, I eagerly and 

earneſtly attend to it, as the only Means of have 

ing Juſtice done to my ſelf and to every other 

Object of it. N N 

Vice 


[ 


WW 


T O 
— Of A reboocnont7 


Which accompanied a Copy of the 
Suſpenſion. 


My Lord Duke, Saliſbury, i» Mahon-Harbour, 
| 20th March 1743. 


| OU will be pleaſed to ſignify to his Ma- 
jeſty, that on the 16th, after the Night- 


watch was ſet, in return to my Rejoinder, 
Mr. Mathews judged it proper to ſend me 
an Order of Suſpenſion. I know not what 
he writes to your Grace in Reply to it, for he 
has not thought me deſerving any other Anſwer. 
I can now only ſay, that I have been deprived of 
my Authority in a very extraordinary manner, 
and injured in the tendereſt Point, that of my 
Reputation ; wherefore I humbly hope for all 
the Redreſs which is due to me, after ſuch an 
undeſerved arbitrary Stretch of Power. 


B THE 
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THE Saliſbury, ſince ſhe was appointed to 
proceed with me to England, has ſince been or- 
dered to convoy the Turkey Ships home, ſo that 
my Paſſage will be ſo much the longer, and 
conſequently the Oppreſſion the greater; until 
I can throw my ſelf at his Majeſty's Feet to ſeek 
Juſtice. In the mean while, I thought it my 
Duty to ſend your Grace a Triplicate of all the 
Papers that have paſſed between us, excepting 
the Lines of Battle; which, the little Time "he 
had, the Uncertainty of an Opportunity, and 
Hurry I have been in, would not permit. I am 
exceedingly glad to catch at the leaſt Appear- 
ance of an Opportunity, not knowing but the 


ſame Man, who thus ſtops up the Channel of 


Correſpondence between your Grace and me, 
may alſo uſe all ways and means to get at my 
Packets. I have only to beg, that your Grace 
would be ſo good as to excuſe the Errors that 
may be committed from ſo much Hurry, little 
Time, and want of proper Clerks. I muſt like- 
wiſe beg, that you would be pleaſed to cauſe a 
Copy of this Letter, with Mr, Mathews's Order 
of Suſpenſion, and my Anſwer, to be ſent to my 
Lords of the Admiralty ; for I have no time, as 
the Ship who carries this, is already getting under 
Sail; and in caſe Mr. Secretary Corbett ſhould 
not have received my two former Packets, I 
believe your Grace will think it neceſſary for his 

Majeſty's 
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Majeſty's Service, that Copies of the whole may 
be ſent to him for their Lordſhips Information. 
I am, 


”  'Þ FORE , HARE 


Your G——s5 &c. 
R Looney, 
Vice-A——1l L k to the D—e of 


N——le, from on board the Saliſbury at 
Mother Bank, near Spithead, Bu May 


1744. 


My E— D—; 

H OPE your Grace received my Packet of 

the 16th of March from Mahon, with a 
Duplicate thereof; likewiſe my Letter of the 
20th of March, with a Copy of Admiral Ma- 
thews's Order of Suſpenſion; and a Triplicate 
of all the Papers, which had been before fent to 
your Grace. I beg leave to acquaint you, that 
the Saliſbury, being directed to carry me home, 
ſailed from Mahon the 26th of March, with 


Merchant Ships under her Convoy, and arrived 


at St. Hellens Yeſterday, 


WHEN Thad flattered myſelf, what little Me- 
rit I poſſeſſed, was the Knowledge ] had acquired 
in my *rokcſion, by the Dint of a long Expe- 

2 rience 


(4) 
rience, and fervent Zeal for his Majeſty's Service, 
always receiving in the Execution of my Duty, 
Approbation, and Applauſe; a ſenſible Encou- 
ragement toa Man, who means well, and endea- 
vours his utmoſt; when an unblemiſh'd Reputa- 
tion, and the general Eſteem, as an Officer well 
qualified, and well ' acquainted in his Majeſty's 
Service, were my Conſolation, at this time of 
Day, to fecl ſo grievous an Injury, fo undeſerved, 


and heavy an Oppreſſion, is too ſevere for me 


to bear its Shock: Nothing ſupports me under 
its Preſſure, but the Certainty of the King's Juſ- 
tice, and his moſt Gracious Bounty to all his 
Servants, It 1s with infinite regret, I am now 
neceſſitated to obſerve to your Grace, that while 
Admiral Mathews has enjoyed the Command in 
the Mediterranean, by making ſuch a great num- 
ber of Officers, as he has done, and beſtowing 
other Favours, which accrue from this extenſive 
Power, he has been able to raiſe up many great 
Friends, and to form an Intereſt, capable of o- 
verthrowing Truth and Innocence, in the vindi- 
cation of himſelf, and the miſrepreſentation of 
me. He is not only a more potent Adverſary, 
than ever he has yet been, but alas! I appear, in 
the Sight of the World, as a Delinquent, depri- 
ved of my Authority, and ſent home in an igno- 
minious manner, full in the Eyes of the Publick, 
at a Conjuncture, when it became more the im- 
mediate Duty of every Officer to exert himſelf, 
and ſacrifice his Life in the ſupport of 

| the 
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King's Commands; much more a Flag- Officer, 
of my Rank and length of Service. 


AND as moſt of Mankind will conclude, 
that Admiral Mathews has had good Rea- 
ſons for ſo extraordinary a Proceeding ; the Odi- 
um of the Failure of his Majeſty's Fleet will fall 
on me, and I ſhall be univerſally condemn'd- 
To guard then in ſome meaſure againſt ſuch a 
Weight of Injuſtice, and Affliction in this the Opi- 
nion of the Nation, and my Unfortunate Circum- 
ſtances, until his Majeſty in his great Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs ſhall judge it neceſſary and conve- 
nient for me to juſtify myſelf at a legal Trial, 
and the Guilty may be openly detected, to take 
this Cenſure off me, in the mean while I humbly 
implore that his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed 
to grant me-his Royal Leave to print the Papers 


on both ſides, which paſs'd between Admiral 


Mathews and me; which in all probability may 
prevent ſcandalous Inſinuations, Prejudice and 
Falſhood taking root, to add to my Perſecution. 


T HE 26th of April in the Evening the Salis 
bury got under fail from Gibraltar, but Captain 
Barradale of the Shar: Sloop, having the 26th 
examined a Dutch Ship off Cape Trofiagar, was 
informed by the Maſter of her, that the 24th 
he ſpoke with a Spaniſh Ship of War of 68 
Guns with a Fly-Boat under her Convoy, and that 
next Day he ſaw them both go into Cadiz; an on 
the 26th his Majeſty's Sloops, the Saltofh, Shark, 

and 
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and Xebec cruizing in the Gut, having made 
this Spaniſh Ship of War, with two Ships undet 
her convoy, one of which was a large Fly-Boat, 
ſuppoſed to be loaded with Stores for the Enemy 
at Carthagena; Captain Spragge diſpatch'd the 
Xebec with this information, whereupon the Sa- 
lisbury anchored again. The 27th in the morn- 
ing ſhe weigh'd with the Trade, and ſaw the 
Spaniſh Man of War (which Ship was the Grand- 
Lion of 70 Guns) paſs thro* the Gut, with the 
Ships under her protection, the Salisbury con- 
tinuing her courſe to the Weſtward with a freſh 
Eaſtern Gale, and in her paſſage home ſhe has 
neither met with one Cruizer, nor received any 
Intelligence. 


THE Salisbury has had no communication 
as yet, for even the Cuſtom-houſe Boats refuſed 
taking our Letters, and ſhe is now going to per- 
form Quarantine; and as ſoon as it 1s over, I 
ſhall have it in my power to wait on your Grace. 
In the mean while, I beg the honour of an Anſwer. 
I am, 


My L 
Your , &c. 
R—D Lok, 


The 


(7) 


The D——ke of N——le's Lo fo Vice- 
A——l L-—x. 


S I R, 
Whitehall, May 29, 1744. 
HAVE received the Favour of your Letter 
L of the 24th Inſtant, and have laid it before 
the King: As I ſhall ſoon ſee you here, I ſhall 
then have an Opportunity of acquainting you 
with his Majeſty's Thoughts upon the Contents 
of it, which makes it unneceſſary for me to ſay 
any thing further at preſent, than that I am, 


S1 R, 
Yours &c. 
H 5 N —le. 
Vice-A—t L k to the D——ke of 
N — =. 
1 5 


AST Night I arrived in Town; but the 

Gout being upon me, that I am unable to 

ſet my Foot to the Ground, prevents my waiting 
of your Grace, agreeable to the Intention of, 


Your G -—?5 &c, 
Whitchall 
1870 June 1744. 


R——D L_— A 
Vice- 
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92 k a Eun 
of Win—————ſa, 


My Lord, 


W HEN I received the Honour of your 
Lordſhip's Letter at Portſmouth, in. 
forming me, that his Grace the D— of N 
—— had, by his Majeſty's Command, laid my 
two laſt Letters before my Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty for their Opinton, I was ex- 
tremely ill of the Gout. After waiting there till 
laſt Saturday Morning, I ſet out for Town, and 
on Monday acquainted Mr. S ry Co, 
by Letter, of my Arrival here; but as the Diſor- 
der continued to deprive me of my Legs, I could 
not poſlibly wait on their L—ſh—ps, Since 
which, I underſtand the Opinion of your Board 
has been ſent to his Majeſty ; which, with the 
King's Reſult thereupon, I am entirely ignorant 
of: and what now adds to my Mortification and 
the Weight of Affliction I labour under, is the 
News of the Promotion of junior Flag-Officers 
to the Rank above me, while I am left out. 


Vice-A 


THE Moment I can ſtand upon my Legs, 
I ſhall not fail of waiting on your Lordſhip; 
but in the mean while, as this Appointment to 
my Prejudice and Diſhonour, appears to be like 
Judgement preceding Conviction, a Sanction to 


Admiral Mzu/hews's Injuſtice, Miſrepreſentation, 
and 
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and Calumny, in regard to me, and a Demon- 
ſtration of Guilt to the World, without the 
Juſtice of a legal Tryal, which I humbly ap- 
prehend I have an indubitable Right to, I can- 
not help preſuming to beg of your Lordſhip an 
Explanation, I am, 


My Lord, 
Yours, &c. 


R—D 1 
Charing-Croſs, 
the 21ft June 1744. 


E-——l of Wit———a 0 Vice. 
| L—, 


oy hs 
AM very ſorry for the ill ſtate of your Health, 
by which I have been prevented ſecing you. 
I am ſurprized you ſhould think that a Promo- 
tion of Flags, during the Time of your Suſpen- 
ſion, gives any Sanction to what has paſſed in 
relation to your Conduct, without entering into 
the Merits of your Cauſe, one way or other. 
Whenever that comcs to be heard, the Crown 
will undoubtedly do you Juſtice, and 'till then, 
either hoiſting of your Old Flag, or giving you 
a new one, would be as premature, as you lay 
5 | every 
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every thing has been which has happened to you, 
ſince the Action in the Mediter ranean, I am, 


"i #& *% 
Yours, &c. 
Win ſea. 
June 21. 1744. 
. Limmmme k: to the Rnmmnl of 
Win——ſa, 
My L—, 


AM extremely obliged to your Lordſhip for 

the Fxplanation which I received laſt Night, 
I am now entirely ſatisfied : but without ſuch an 
Anfwer I muſt confeſs, it would have added to 
the Pain of the Gout. People, in my Circum- 
ſtances, are very ſuſceptible of Jealouſy, eſpe- 
cially where their Pretenſions and Seniority ſeem 
to be invaded : I hope therefore, your Lordſhip 
will forgive the Infirmity of Human Nature, ] 
2m with the greateſt Reſpect, 


My L— 
Yours, &c. 
R D L———x, 


Vice- 


( 


Vice- A ] L--——t to be D * 
N— Ile, 
My L— D—, 


July 1744. 
N Obedience to your Grace's Commands, I 
waited on my L Win ſea; and 
the Admiralty Board ; who tell me, that my Af- 
fair was indeed referred to them for their Opi- 
nion, and accordingly they had ſent their Judge- 
ment to your Grace for His Majeſty's Informa- 
tionz conſequently I muſt now attend your Grace 


for the Royal Reſult. 


WHILE I am thus injured and oppreſſed, 
once more I humbly pray your Grace would be 
pleaſed to approve of my publiſhing the Papers, 
that paſſed between Admiral Mathews and me. 
In which I ſhall forbear publiſhing your Graces 
Letter after my Arrival at Spithead ; the only 
one I have had the honour to receive from your 
Grace, relating to theſe Papers. What induces 
me to be the more urgent, beſides my Reputa- 
tion as an Officer being at Stake, is certain In- 
telligence, that theſe Papers will be publiſhed 
by other Hands; there being many Coptes in 
Town, wherein Falſities and Miſtakes may be 
inſerted, and the Publick impoſed upon; therefore 
I beſcech your Grace's Conſideration. I am, 


My L— D—, 
Your Graces, &c. 


R D L-——k, 
C 2  Vices 


ö 
| 
' 
| 
| 
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K to the D—— 


Vice-A- [ L 
of N- le. 
8115 — 


July 27th, 1744. 
T is now above two Months, ſince I made 


1 my firſt Application to your Grace for pub- 
liſhing thoſe Papers that paſſed between Admiral 
Mathews and me, as what I owed my ſelf in ſup- 
port of an injured Reputation; but as I received 
no Anſwer before your Grace went into Suſſex, I 
was nece ſſitated to trouble you with another Let- 
ter to this Purpoſe, and I humbly hope now 
for your Grace*s Determination: being the more 
ſollicitous therein, from a certain Information 
that they will be publiſhed by other Hands, per- 
haps to my Diſadvantage, and the Impoſition of 
the Public. I beg leave likewiſe to acquaint 
your Grace again, that in Obedience to your 
Commands, I waited ſeveral times on my L— 
Win ſea and the Admiralty Board; who 
tell me my Affair was indeed referred to them 
for their Opinion, and accordingly they had 
ſent it to your Grace for His Majeſty's Informa- 


tion, conſequently that I muſt now attend your 
Grace for the Royal Reſult, I am, 


My L 2—. 
Your Grace's, &c. 
R —— 


Vice- 
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72 —— Lion che. Down 


of N— le, to the ſame Purport as 
is former Letters, 


My L—— D—, 

Auguſt 13, 1744. 
AM under the greateſt Uneaſineſs for fear 
of being thought troubleſome, a Character I 
would avoid at any rate, eſpecially to your Grace; 
but what I foreſaw, and mentioned in my Let- 
ters, is come to pals; for in ſeveral of the daily 
Papers of laſt Week, the Papers that paſſed be. 
tween Admiral Mathews and me, are advertiſed 
to be publiſhed, therefore I am forced to renew 
my Application; begging that I may have His 
Majeſty's Leave to print them myſelf, to pre. 
vent the Publick being miſled by a ſpurious Copy. 
I have taken the Liberty to incloſe one of theſe 

Papers, to convince your Grace of this Truth. 


I MUST likewiſe beg leave again to repeat 
to your Grace, what I have mentioned in my 
former Letters, That in Obedience to your Grace's 
Commands I waited on my I. Vin — ſea and 
the Admiralty Board, who tell me, that my Aft- 
fair was indeed referred to them for their Opi- 
nion, and accordingly they had ſent it to your 


Grace 


' 


| 
| 
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Grace for His Majeſty's Information; conſe- 
quently that I muſt attend your Grace for the 
Royal Reſult, JI am, 


My L D——, 
Your Graces, &c. 
R— =D L————. 


Mr. S——ry Cor—tt to Vice-A 
LX. 
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SIX, 
Admiralty-Office 20% Auguſt 1744. 
H E Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
having received his Majeſty's Pleaſure to 
bring you to your Tryal, for your Conduct in 
the late Action againſt the Fleets of France and 
Spain, in the Mediterranean, and that the ſame 
ſhould be done in the moſt expeditious manner 
that the Circumſtances of the Caſe will admit; 
His Majefty judging it for his Service that an 
Affair of ſuch Conſequence to the Publick ſhould 
be immediately enquired into, I am ordered by 
their Lordſhips to acquaint you, that they deſign 
to have a Court Martial held here in England 
for that Purpoſe, ſo ſoon as Mr. Mathews and 
you ſhall be ready for it, Their Lordſhips di- 
rect 
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rect you to prepare for the ſaid Tryal, and to 


let their Lordſhips know when you are ready, 
1 am, 
SIX, 


Yours, &c. 
Tuo. Cox — rr. 


Vice L---k to Mr. Sec —9 
Cor 3 


SIX, 

ü Auguſt 21, 1744. 
OTHING ever gave me greater Plea- 
ſure than the Receipt of your Letter of 
yeſterday's Date: an Enquiry into my Conduct, 
for the ſake of his Majeſty's Service, the Pub- 
lick Good, and in vindication of myſelf, has been 
my conſtant Application to his Majeſty's 
Principal Secretary of State from the Day 
of my Arrival till now; the Knowledge therefore 
of the Royal Reſult cannot but give me Joy, and 
alſo I think myſelf much obliged to their Lord- 
ſhips for the Early Notice you have given me 
of their Intention, it 1s a ſure Inſtance of their Ju- 
ſticez tho? I am conſcious my Cauſe is ſuch, that 
I want no other Preparation than the arrival of 
the Evidence, having from the beginning been 
ready to juſtify myſelf, to fix the general Odium 


where 
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where it ſhould lay, and to overthrow all Miſre- 
preſentation and Calumny. | 


I T is neceſſary however for me to obſerve at 
this time to their Lordſhips, that I have no 
Charge againſt me beſides the Queries, which 
Admiral Mathews ſent to me; theſe, with his 
Replications to my Anſwers, imply my Accuſa- 
tion, as well from the Tenor of the Order of 
Suſpenſion, as from your Letter ſignifying his 
Majeſty's Pleaſure to their Lordſhips to bring 
me to my Trial for my Conduct, in the late 
Action againſt the Fleets of France and Spain in 
the Mediterranean, 


IN a Caſe then where an impartial Enquiry. 
and the ſtricteſt Scrutiny are abſolutely neceſſary, 
towards the Explication of ſo important a Subject, 
with ſubmiſſion to their Lordſhips, it appears 
requiſite to me, that the Evidence ought not to be 
confined to any Particular Number, but to in- 
clude all the Captains, Officers and Quarter- 
Deck People of the Ships in my Diviſion, 
(which Perſons from their Situation were the beſt 
able to diſtinguiſh) on the Day of the late Ac- 
tion in the Mediterranean: The greater num- 
ber of Witneſſes that are examined, the more 
conſpicuous, and notorious, will the Innocence 
or Guilt appear. But if his Majeſty's Service, 
or the Numberof Ships under their Lordſhips 
Order to return home, will not admit of ſuch a 
Proceeding, I muſt with infinite Regret ſub- 

mit 
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mit to a leſſer Number, in which I hope their 
Lordſhips will do me the Juſtice to indulge me, 
as my Reputation, my All is at Stake, either inclu- 

ding the Applauſe or Cenſure of the King, their 
Lordſhips, and the Voice of the Nation. - 


ALLOWING for what may poſſibly be, 
Unthinking and Unintelligible People, my own 
Preſervation will not ſuffer me to leſſen the Num- 
ber of the annexed Liſt, I am, 


8:4 & 
Yours &c. 
R D xX. 
N. B. With the above Letter the Vice- A [ 


ſent a Liſt of Evidence, requeſting their 
L ps to ſend orders to bring thein 
home ;, but to this Letter no Anſwer was 


returned. 


Vice A—— L——k 70 Mr. Sy 
Cor tt. 


SIX, 

Chigwell, Auguſt 30, 1744. 

AVING recollected that Admiral Ma- 
H thews in his Replications to my Anſwers 
to his Queries, takes the liberty to affirm that 
it was abſolutely in my power to have ſtopt 
the four ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy from 
getting a- head ſo near to the Fire-Ship, when 
ſhe was going down upon the Spaniſb Admiral; 
D by 
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where it ſhould lay, and to overthrow all Miſre- 
preſentation and Calumny. 


I I is neceſſary however for me to obſerve at 
this time to their Lordſhips, that I have no 
Charge againſt me beſides the Queries, which 
Admiral Mathews ſent to me; theſe, with his 


Replications to my Anſwers, imply my Accuſa- 


tion, as well from the Tenor of the Order of 
Suſpenſion, as from your Letter fignifying his 
Majeſty's Pleaſure to their Lordſhips to bring 
me to my Trial for my Conduct, in the late 
Action againſt the Fleets of France and Spain in 
the Mediterranean, 


IN a Caſe then where an impartial Enquiry 
and the ſtricteſt Scrutiny are abſolutely neceſſary, 
towards the Explication of ſo important a Subject, 
with ſubmiſſion to their Lordſhips, it appears 
requiſitc to me, that the Evidence ought not to be 
confined to any Particular Number, but to in- 
clude all the Captains, Officers and Quarter- 
Deck People of the Ships in my Diviſion, 
(which Perſons from their Situation were the beſt 
able to diſtinguiſh) on the Day of the late Ac- 
tion in the Mediterranean: The greater num- 
ber of Witneſſes that are examined, the more 
conſpicuous, and notorious, will the Innocence 
or Guilt appear. But if his Majeſty's Service, 
or the Numberof Ships under their Lordſhips: 
Order to return home, will not admit of ſuch a 
Proceeding, I muſt with infinite Regret ſub- 

mit 


a (17) 

mit to a leſſer Number, in which J hope their 
Lordſhips will do me the Juſtice to indulge me, 
as my Reputation, my All isat Stake, either inclu- 
ding the Applauſe or Cenſure of the King, their 
Lordſhips, and the Voice of the Nation. c. 


ALLOWING for what may poſſibly be, 
Unthinking and Unintelligible People, my own 
Preſervation will not ſuffer me to leſſen the Num- 
ber of the annexed Liſt, I am, 


$::4 MK 
Yours &c. 


R D 1X. 

N. B. With the above Letter the Vice-A. 7 
ſent a Liſt of Evidence, requsſting their 
L ps to ſend orders to bring thein 
home ;, but to this Letter no Anfwer WAGs 


returned. 
Cor -tt. 
SIX 


Chigwell, Auguſt 3o, 1744. 

AVING recollected that Admiral Ma- 
H thews in his Replications to my Anſwers 
to his Queries, takes the liberty to affirm that 
it was abſolutely in my power to have ſtopt 
the four ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy from 
getting a- head ſo near to the Fire-Ship, when 
ſhe was going down upon the Spaniſh Admiral; 
D by 
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(6418) 
by which Neglect the Admiral ſays, according 
to his credible Informations, the Fire- Ship muſt 
have ſunk by the Shot ſhe received from thoſe 
Ships, had ſhe not blown up: In order therefore 
to be the better able to prove this Accuſation to 
be unjuſt, and that not one of the Shot reach'd 
her; I muſt. trouble their Lordſhips, deſiring 
they would be pleas'd to add to the Liſt of Evi- 
dence to be ſent for home, the Officers and Men 
who were on board of the Fire-Ship, or in the 
Boat along fide of her, when ſhe blew up; as 
they muſt certainly be the beſt Judges, whether 
the Shot reach'd from that Quarter. I muſt like- 
wiſe beg of their Lordſhips to add to the Neptune's 
Liſt two Midſhipmen, whoſe Names are Stamp 
gnd Davidſon, 1 am, 5 


3 
Yours &c. 
R 


5 E 


Ai. 


(19). 
Mr. O— ne ſin the Abſence of Mr. Sec ——ry 


Cormett) 7 Vice —— 1 L———. 


51 R. 

Admiralty Office, September 1, 1744. 
HAVE received your Letter of yeſterday's 
Date, defiring that the Officers and Men 
who were on board of the Fire-Ship, or in the 
Boat along-ſide of her, that was ſent to burn the 
Spaniſh Admiral, may be added to the Lift of 
Evidence to be ſent for home; as alſo two of the 
Neptune*'s Midſhipmen, which I have commu- 
. nicated to my Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty, and am (in the abſence of the S———y) 


Yours &c. 


Vice-A——I L———K to Mr. Sec r 
f C- rr. 


SIX, 
ü November 16, 1744. 
FAVING received a Letter from you, 


dated the 2oth of Auguſt, ** ſignifying his 

* Majeſty's Pleaſure to their Lordſhips, to 
* bring me to a Tryal, for my Conduct in the 
„ late Action in the Mediterranean, and that 
“ the ſame ſhould be done in the moſt expe- 
„ ditious manner that the Circumſtances will 
admit; His Majeſty judging it for his Ser- 
vice that an Affair of ſuch Conſequence to 
D 2 « the 
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« the Publick, ſhould be immediately enquired 
*« into:* to prevent a Moment's time being loft 
through my means, to retard the King's Com- 
mands, the publick Juſtice, and my own Vin- 
dication; next Morning, the 21ſt of Auguſt, I 
writ to you for the Information of their Lord- 
ſhips, expreſſing my Satisfaction and Pleaſure 3 
and that nothing might be wanting on my Part, 
I annex'd a Lift of Evidence, which were ne- 
ceſſary to be ſent for immediately home, in ſup- 
port of my Cauſe. To which I had no Anſwer, 
nay not even a Receipt for my Letter on ſo im- 
portant a Subject; therefore I think it now my 
Duty to ſend you a Copy of it. 


ON the 3othof the ſame Month, I ſent you 
another Letter, requeſting of their Lordſhips, and 
ſhowing the Neceſſity to add to the former Liſt of 
Evidence, the Officers and Men who were on board 
the Fireſhip, or in the Boat along- ſide of her, when 
ſhe blew up, near to the Spanih Admiral; as 
alſo two Midſhipmen more of the Neptune, 
viz, Mr. Stamp, and Mr. Davidſon; which Let- 
ter was acknowledged to have been received, in 


your Abſence, by Mr. OQſhurne. I cannot but 


be exceedingly ſorry and aſtoniſhed to learn, 


that their Lordſhips have not been pleaſed, in con- 
ſequence of the King's Commands for diſpatch, 


their Intention ſignified (to me) to hold a Court- 
Martial here in England upon me, and theſe my . 
importunate Letters, to order the neceſſary Evi- 
dence home, on board of thoſe nine Sail of his 


2 Majeſty's 


(21) 
Majeſty's Ships, that are expected every day 
from the Mediterranean ; particularly as the Na- 
mur, my Adverſary's Ship, is one of them. or 
my own part, I feel this Delay to be extremely 
painful, and ſo much additional Weight to what 
I have ſuffered already, is almoſt inſupportable. 
Inſomuch that I think my ſelf obliged to trouble 
you again, begging their Lordſhips Juſtice and 
Conſideration, in ordering the Officers and Quar- 
ter-deck People home, of his Majeſty's Ships 
the Neptune and Torbay, with the Fireſhip's Of- 
ficers and Men. My Caſe is ſo ſevere, that I 
am brought to be willing even to run the riſque 
of Danger, by leſſening the Number of Evidence, 
rather than not uſe Diſpatch in bringing my Cauſe 
to an Iſſue, after a conſtant Application, and At- 
tendance of ſix Months for that purpoſe, ©I am 


Yours, &c. 
R— Dv Lox. 
N. B. With the above Letter the Vice- A———/ 


ſent a Copy of his Letter, dated the 21/8 of 


Auguſt, with the Liſt of Evidence annex'd 
thereto. 


* 


Mr. Sec ———ry COR—TT f Vicc- A——l 
L . 


SIR, 


Admiralty-Office 20% Nov. 1744. 
1 HAVE laid before my Lords Commiſſioners 


of the Admiralty, your Letter of the 16th 
Inſtant, incloſing a Copy of one I received from 
you, dated the 21ſt of Auguſt laſt. As to my 
not owning the Receipt of that Letter, you are 
deſired 


(22) 

defired to recollect, that it was an Anſwer to 
mine to you of the Day preceding; acquainting, 
you, that their Lordſhips had received the King's 
Orders to bring you to your Tryal, which they 
ſhould do, ſo ſoon as you and Admiral Mathews 
ſhould be ready for it. As Mr. Mathews was 
then on his way home, by Land, their Lord- 
ſhips could not regularly proceed farther in that 
Buſineſs, either as to the ſummoning of Wit- 
neſſes, or otherwiſe; till he had delivered in the 
Subſtance of his Charge againſt you. I had their 
Lordſhips Orders to write to him of that Head, 
upon his Arrival in England; which I did on the 
25th of September, acquainting him with the 
Orders their Lordſhips had received from His 
Majeſty, for enquiring into your Conduct at 
a Court Martial, and that therefore they de- 
ſired to know the Particulars of what he had to 
charge againſt you, and what Evidence he de- 
ſired may be brought to ſupport the ſaid Charge: 
to which I received an Anſwer dated the 17th 
Inſtant, ſignifying, that he could not find his 
Papers to know the Names of ſome of his ne- 
ceſſary Evidences, till two Days before Athat 
his Charge againſt you is contained in the Que- 
ries, with the Addition of one more Article, 
the whole being put together in the annexed 
Papers for your Information. 


YOU will judge, when you have peruſed 
the ſaid Heads, of what is charged againſt you, 


whether you would have any change made in 
che 
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the Lift of Evidences you deſire, in your Letz 
ter of the 16th Inſtant, to be ſent for from the 
Mediterranean ;, and to let their Lordſhips know 
your final Determination thereupon, that they 
may give ſpeedy Orders for bringing them over; 
their Lordſhips being far from deſiring to re- 
ſtrain you in whatever you think neceſſary to 
your Juſtification, I am, 


SIR, 
Yours, &C. 


1 F +4 


Hecds 


( 24) 


Heads of the Charge made by A——I 
M ws againſt the Condutt of Vice- 
A XK, before and during 
the Action with the French and Spaniſh 
Fleets in the Mediterranean, on * 11th 


of February 1743. 


CONTAINING 
The Queries tated by A I'M — WS, 
and ſent to Vice-A [| L———k on 


the 20th of February 1743, as they are printed 
in the 12th and 14th Pages in the Original 
Letters and Papers between M———ws and 


Pe met, 


ALSO 

A——— M-—ws's Reply to Vice- A. $a 

L——— ks Arfwers to the aforementioned 

Queries, dated the 4th of March 1743. as 

printed in the 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22d Pages 

in the ſame Original Letters and Papers be- 
tween M— ws and L———k, 


AND 

An Extract of .- M———ws's Letter to 
Mr. S— ry Cor tt dated the 17th 
of November 1744, an additional Article to 

the Queries, and Replies, VIZ. 
HE Charges againſt the late Vice-A ] 
Js Conduct are contained in the 
Queries, and my Reply to his Anſwers to thoſe 
Queries I ſent their Lordſhips; to which I have 


now only to add, that he was guilty of a moſt 
ſcandalous 


(25) 
ſcandalous Breach of Truſt, by ſending his own 
Captain (Captain Stepney) to Captain Purvis, 
at that time under Confinement in order to be 
tried at a Court Martial, on his own Accuſation, 
for Miſbehaviour in the time of Service, as ap- 


pears in the ſaid Vice-A———-] IL. k's Re- 
ply, &c with Inſtructions to the ſaid Captain 
Purvis, how to conduct himſelf at the Court 
Martial, and with Aſſurances that he would do 
him no Harm. «c 


N. B. The Queries and Reply were wrote at 
length, with the above Extratt, which 


makes the whole Charge againſt the Vice- 


A I, and as ſuch was figned by Mr. 
Sec ry Cor—tt. 
Vice 1.x to Mr. Sec— —ry 
CoR—TT. 
SIX, 


Bury- Street St. James's, Nov. 27, 1744. 

OUR Letter of the 20th Inſtant, with the 
Heads of Admiral Matheros's Charge a- 
gainſt me, did not come to hand before this 
Day ; as it was not delivered at my Houſe in 
Town till the 22d, then ſent down to Port/- 
mouth, where it miſſed me, having juſt ſet out, 
it was returned to Town after me. I did not 
expect, in obſerving I had received no Anſwer 
to my Letter of the 21ſt of Auguſt, that I had 
E given 
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Heads of the Charge made by 1 
M ws againſt the Condutt of Vice- 
A [ L————=k, before and during 
the Action with the French and Spaniſh 
Fleets in the Mediterranean, on the 11th 


of February 1743. 


CONTAINING 
The Queries ſtated by A I'M us, 
and ſent to Vice-A I L Kk on 


the 20th of February 1743, as they are printed 
in the 12th and 14th Pages in the Original 
Letters and Papers between M———ws and 


— meg 


ALSO 
A———1 M-—ws's Reply to Vice- A . 
L———ks Anſwers to the aforementioned 
Queries, dated the 4th of March 1743. as 
printed in the 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22d Pages 
in the ſame Original Letters and Papers be- 


on 


tween M———ws and L——k, 
AND 
An Extract of A———»—l M—--—ws's Letter to 
Mr. $— ry Cor tt dated the 17th 


of November 1744, an additional Article to 
the Queries, and Replies, vix. 
HE. Charges againſt the late Vice-A ] 
Js Conduct are contained in the 
Queries, and my Reply to his Anſwers to thoſe 
Queries I ſent their Lordſhips; to which I have 


now only to add, that he was guilty of a moſt 
| ſcandalous 


(25) 

ſcandalous Breach of Truſt, by ſending his own 
Captain (Captain Stepney) to Captain Purvis, 
at that time under Confinement in order to be 
tried at a Court Martial, on his own Accuſation, 
for Miſbehaviour in the time of Service, as ap- 
pears in the ſaid Vice-A-——| L. ks Re- 
ply, &c with Inſtructions to the ſaid Captain 
Purvis, how to conduct himſelf at the Court 
Martial, and with Aſſurances that he would do 
him no Harm. «c 


N. B. The Queries and Reply were wrote at 

length, with the above Extratt, which 
makes the whole Charge againſt the Vice- 
H———t, and as ſuch was figned by Mr. 
Sec — 5 Cor—tt. 


Vice II x to Mr. Sec— —ry 
CoR—TT. 


SIX, | 
Bury-Street St. James's, Nov. 27, 1744. 
OUR Letter of the 2oth Inſtant, with the 
Heads of Admiral Mathews's Charge a- 
gainſt me, did not come to hand before this 
Day ; as it was not delivered at my Houſe in 
Town till the 22d, then ſent down to Port. 
mouth, where it miſſed me, having juſt ſet our, 
it was returned to Town after me. I did not 
expect, in obſerving I had received no Anſwer 
to my Letter of the 21ſt of Auguſt, that I-had 
l ." "Ws given 


(26) : 
given my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admirali 
the leaſt room, for you to have deſired me to 
recollect, that mine of that Date was an Anſwer 
to yours of the preceding Day: I am very ſen- 
ſible it was; but I muſt beg you would be pleaſed 
to remember, that it contained alſo an Addition 
of new Matter, the Conſequences of what might 
have been expected after knowing the King's 
Pleaſure, and their Lordſhips Intention; a Boon, 
which Reaſon Law and Juſtice authorize me ta 
aſk, and their Lordſhips to grant. Whether 
then, the Satisfaction of knowing, if ſuch a Let- 
ter was received, the Requeſt granted, or refuſed, 


was too preſumptuous an Expectation, I ſubmit 
to their Lordſhips Judgment? 


I COULD not poſſibly imagine what ſtopt 
their Lordſhips Proceedings, or prevented the 
ſummoning the proper Witneſſes—— Three 
Months Application before I could obtain the 
King's Determination, after the knowledge of 
which, to live in a ſtate of Uncertainty three 
Months longer, and then to be told of nine 
Sail of his Majeſty's Ships coming home, with- 
out bringing the Perſons neceſſary to bring my 
Cauſe to an Iſſue, whetted my Impatience, and 
prompted me to write my laſt Letter. So many 
Diſcouragements bring Pain and Mortification, 
more than ſufficient to tire my Patience, and the 
Loſs of ſo good an Opportunity ſo unexpectedly, 
adds Diſtreſs to every Diſappointment, and ag- 
gravates all that I have met with. Hence, I 

flatter 
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fatter myſelf, their Lordſhips have too much 
Humanity, and are too good Judges of Mans 
kind, not to be ſenſible of what I feel in ſuch 
Circumſtances, under a Preſſure of Injuries, 
while the time has been. thus protracted, and my 
Remedy put off; allo to forgive my complain- 
ing to them, in whoſe Power I apprehended it 
was to redreſs me. 


THEIR t ordiip Condeſcenſion in let- 
ting me know the Reaſons, why they could pro- 
ceed no farther, I eſteem a Favour conferred on 
me; likewiſe your acquainting me, that upon 
Admiral Mat ws's Arrival in England, by 
Letter of the 25th of September, you had ſig- 
nified to him the King's Pleaſure, and their 
Lordſhips Intention thereupon to bring me to 
my Tryal, and therefore defired to know the 
Particulars of what he had to charge againſt me; 
but that you had not received an Anſwer till 
the 17th Inſtant, (the day after you had re- 
ceived my laſt Letter.) Mature Deliberation! no 
leſs than ſeven Weeks time, under pretence that 
his Papers had been miſlaid, or could not be 
found. Which gives me room to ſay, that had 
that Gentleman been equally eager and haſty to 
convict, and to juſtify his Order of Suſpenſion, 
as he has been to injure and deſtroy, he would 
not now have been fo full of Conſideration, ſo 
prone to Delay, Subterfuge and Evaſion. Surely 
it became him, if his Memory could not retain 
the Names of his Witneſſes, and their Informa- 
34 tions, 
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tions, to have been ſure, to have brought ſuch 
Memorandums with him, unleſs he thought he 
was accountable to none, and that trampling a 
Vice-Admiral under his Feet was of no conſe- 
quence, and needed no further Enquiry than the 
Knowledge that it was an Act of his Perfor- 
mance. I muſt take the liberty to tell their 
Lordſhips, that I thought myſelf emancipated 
from his Oppreſſions, when I left the Mediter- 
ranean; conſequently I depended on them for 
all neceſſary Diſpatch : For was it to depend on 
him, I am perſuaded I ſhould never live to ſee 
the Day of my Tryal, for as much as it is his 
Intereſt to defer it, and mine to bring it about. 


SHOULD not my Apprehenſions be juſtly 
grounded, their Lordſhips will only have the 
Trouble of having them read over ; on the con- 
trary, if they are, they are ſeaſonably hinted 
I would rather appear troubleſome, than the 
Fear of becoming ſo, ſhould make me forſake 
my own Preſervation, and Self- Defence, In 
like manner I am led to obſerve, that Admi- 
ral Mathews in the Extract of his Letter you 
was pleaſed to fend me, calls me The late 
« Vice-Admiral,” by which he ſuppoſes me 
no longer in His Majeſty's Service, like a great 
many others; and as it is natural for Mankind 
to believe what they wiſh, he imagines my 
Suſpenſion confirmed : indeed in that Caſe, I 
humbly apprehend I am without the Juriſdic- 
tion of Martial Law. Though for my own 


part, 
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part, I never impeached their Lordſhips Juſtice 
even in Thought, much leſs believed that they 
would condemn without hearing, and puniſh 
without Conviction, inconſiſtent with the Laws 
and Conſtitution of this Kingdom. Yet as this 
is not a time to entertain the leaſt fear or ſcruple, 
I muſt beg their Lordſhips Explanation, whether 
Iam a Vice-Admiral or not? More eſpecially as 
you, Sir, in the Superſcription of your Letters 
fince the Promotion of Flag-Officers, have ne- 
ver given me that Title, Beſides, ſhould I be 
brought to ſubmit to be tryed by Judges, who 
have no legal Authority, I am ſo far intereſted, 
that let their Sentence be ever ſo favourable, it 
would not avail to bring me Satisfaction, for 


an injured Reputation, and Loſs of Fortune. 


AS to the additional Article to the Queries, 
and. Replies exhibited againſt me, I might in 
Juſtice refuſe anſwering to it, as it is without 
the Tenour of the Order of Suſpenſion, and 
His Majeſty's Pleaſure ſignified to their Lord- 
ſhips, to bring me to a Tryal for my Conduct 
in the late Action againſt the combined Fleets of 
France and Spain in the Mediterranean, How- 
ever, I will not diſpute the Equity of it, nor de- 
fire any Alteration to be made in the Liſt of 


| Evidences in my Letter of the 16th Inſtant; ſince 


Captain Stepney, with ſome others, are there 
mentioned, ſufficient to prove the Falfehood and 


Malignity of this N But my Opponent 
avs 


(39) 
thus ſeeking for Matter, puts me in mind of a 
finking Man, who would lay hold ol any Twig 


to ave himſelf; 


I MUST deſire their Lordſhips will be 
pleaſed to detain at home the Evidences you 
will find in the annexed Liſt. 


Jam, Se. 
* 


N. B. With the above Letter was ſent a Lift 
of Witneſſes, containing ſeveral Perſons 
Names now in England. 


Mr. Sec — y Cor— tt to Vice- A l 


L——k. 


225 Admiralty Office November 29, , 1744. 

HAVE laid before my Lords Commiſ. 

ſioners of the Admiralty, your Letter dated the 
27th Inſtant from Berry-Street, St. James's, 


THEIR Lordſhips command me to acquaint 
you, that they are ſorry for every Incident that 
intervenes, to prolong the coming on of our 
Tryal. You are ſenſible that the firſt neceſſary 
Step was their receiving Admiral Mathews's 
Charge againſt you; and that when they received 
the ame, "4 it was ſent forthwith to you. 


NOW. 


| 3 
NOW that you have in your Letter of the 
27th Inſtant fixed on the Perſons you deſired to 
have produced for Evidences at the Tryal, 
their Lordſhips have for the quicker diſpatch re- 


queſted His G— the D- of N. les 
Principal Secretary of State, to let them have one 
of his Meſſengers, whom they will forthwith diſ- 
patch, with Orders to Vice-A——l NR]. - 
to ſend home all the faid Perſons either in a Ship 
of War on purpoſe, if his Majeſty's Service can 
ſpare one, or elſe by the firſt Ship of Wat bound 
home. As to ſuch of your Evidences as are now 
in England, their Lordſhips will give the neceſ- 
fary Orders to keep them at home. 


AS to Mr. M-——:os ſtyling you the late 
Vice- Admiral, you do not expect any Anſwer 
from their Lordſhips for the ways of other Men; 
and as to my Clerks directing my Letters to you 
without naming your Flag, it appears to be the 
uſual Method of this Office, when Letters are 
ſent to Flag-Officers, whoſe Flags are not flying: 
however, I make no ſcruple to direct to you (as! 
do this) with your Flag-Title ; it being out of 
doubt that a Flag-Officer ſuſpended does not ceaſe 
to be a Flag-Officer. 9x 


I WILL add one Remark to undeceive you 
in an Opinion, that ſeems pretty general in the 
Fleet; which is, if an Officer of the Fleet is out 
of Employment, he cannot be tried for Offences 

committed 
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committed by him when he was employed; which 


is very erroneous and without F — 
Iam, 


SIX, 
Yours, &c. 
Tr0,— Cox — rr. 
The above Letter was directed to R —d 
Lawn I E/; Vice- A. I of the White 
Squad ron of His Maj efty's Fleet. 


„ 
7 R— d L—k, %;, Pic 
of the Red Squadron of bis Majety's Fleet. 


SIX, A | 
Admiralty-Office, 29 Jan. 1744. 
M Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty having 
called for all the Proceedings, in the Time o 
the late Board, for bringing you to a Court-Martial, 
for your Conduct in the late Action in the Mediter- 
raneun, in purſuance of his Majeſty's Commands; 
and finding that the ſaid Court cannot be held, not- 
withſtanding a great number of W itneffes, whom you 
have applied for, are now in England, untif the At- 
rival of a confiderable Number of more Perſons from 
the Fleet in the Mediterranean, whom you have like- 
wiſe demanded to be produced as Evidences for you at 
the faid Trial ; and their Lordfhips having accordingly 
directed Vice-Adm-ral R-wi-y to ſend them imme- 
diately to England, in one of the Ships of the Squadron 
under his Command, if his Majeſty's Service, and the 
Orders he is under, will allow him to ſpare a Ship for 
that Purpoſe ; or otherwiſe, in the firſt Man of War 
he ſhall ſend home ; I am commanded by their Lord- 
ſhips to acquaint you, that ſo foon as the ſaid Perſons 
arrive, they will give immediate Orders for holding a 
Court-Martiat; and their Lordſhips hope, that on 
your Part you will be ready for it, 
Jam, Sir, your mofi hnmble Servant, 
Tho. Cor—tt, 


_— 


To Mr. Sec——y Cor—tt, < 


SI X, | | 
I Berry-ftreet, St. James's, Jan: 30, 1744. 
ATE laſt Night [ received your Letter of yeiter- 

— day's Date, directed to me as Vice-Admiral of 
the Red Squadron of his Majefty's Fleet, which, until 
I am juſtified from Mr. Mathews's injurious Suſpen- 
ſion, I apprehend I have no Title to. I am truly 
ſeafible of the great Candour and Juſtice of my Lords 
| F Commiſſioners 
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Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, in having called for 
all the Proceedings of the late Board, for bringing 
me to a Court-Martial for my Conduct in the late 
Action in the Mediterranean, in purſuance of his Ma- 
jeſty's Commands; by which I flatter myſelf their 
Lordſhips obſerved, that the Time has not been pro- 
tracted, nor the Trial put off ſo long by any Meaſures 
of mine ; but on the contrary, that I have uſed my 
utmoſt Endeavours, by repeated Application, having 
not loſt one Day or Hour ſtruggling to procure that 
which will bring me the greateſt Satisfaction in this 
Life, an Enquiry into my Conduct, after what I have 
ſuffered. ; 

The Reaſons are beſt known to you, why ſo good 
an Opportunity as nine Sail of Ships at a time, coming 
home, was neglected, and brought none of my Wit- 
nefles requeſted in Ad of the 20th of Augu/t 3 
and why, after Mr. Mathews's Arrival in England, he 
was ſo patiently ſuffered to be ſilent for ſeven Weeks 
together, on the Subject of your Letter of the 25th of 
September, which he did not anſwer ſooner than the 
17th of November, ignifying he could not find his Pa- 
pers, to know the Names of ſome of his neceſſary 
Evidences, till two Days before. You will be pleaſed 
to bear me witneſs, that I had no Share in theſe De- 
lays ; and, tho* painful and aggravating under my un- 
fortunate Circumſtances, my Enemies have had the 
face to rumour abroad every where, that I have been 
the Perſon who has ſtarted Difficulties and trifling Ob- 
jections, on purpoſe to gain Time, and to retard my 
Trial: This indeed is cxulting, at the Expence of my 
Honour and Reputation; but how much I have de- 
ſerved ſuch inhuman Treatment, their Lordſhips (by 
having look'd over the Proceedings of the late Board) 
are now the beſt Judges. 

Altho' I have all along guarded againſt the leaſt De- 
lay on my part, and it is my ſole Ambition to forward 
my Trial, by all ways in my power; yet Juſtice, 
and my own Preſervation, will not admit of a Court- 
Martial being held, (as you ſay) notwithſtanding a 
great number of Witneſſes, whom I have applied for 
to be retain'd at home, are now in England, until the 
Arrival of a conſiderable number of more Perfons from 

the 
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the Fleet in the Mediterranean, whom I have de- 
manded to be produced as Evidences for me at the ſaid 
Trial. I cannot ſuffer this to eſcape me, without re- 
ueſting you to remember that the Witneſſes now in 
England, which Chance ſent in my way, are few of 
them of my Lift of the 20th of Auguy/, and none of 
them of my Lift of the 16th of November, where you 
will find the Number of my W itneſles greatly leſſened, 
and confined only to the Neptune, Torbay, and the 
Anne Galley Fireſhip, which neither Providence, nor 
the Will of their late Lordſhips had then given me: 
theſe are the material Perſons that are beſt able to ſup- 
port my Cauſe, being the neareſt to my Perſon, as 
alſo to the Namur, of any of my Diviſion; conſe- 
quently the moſt neceſſary Witneſſes, as they could 
diſtinguiſh from their Situation all the different Mo- 
tions of each Flag- ſhip. — 

As their Lordſhips have been ſo good as to direct 
Vice-Adm—1 R-ow-ey to ſend my Witneſſes to Erg- 
land, in one of the Ships of the Squadron under his 
Command, if his Majeſty's Service will allow him, to 
ſpare a Ship for that Purpoſe, I have nothing more to 
ſay, than to thank their Lordſhips for thefe their Di- 
rections, and likewiſe for your Letter of Notice of 
Yeſterday's Date. I am ready, the moment the Ship 
arrives with them; having no Wiſh or Prayer ſo fer- 
vently at heart, as that Mr. R-wl-y's Orders may 
admit of a Ship being ſent; and that ſhe may eſcape 
the Enemy at Cadiz, and arrive with all poſſible Ex- 
pedition, to deliver me from the Evils, which Ca- 
lymny and Miſrepreſentation have added to the Loaq 
I have been ſo long neceſſitated to bear. | 


J am, Sir, 
Yaur moſt Obedient, 
Humòle Servant, 


e 


F 2 To 
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— . Yice-dbig—1 of the 
I bile Sguadron of bis Majeſty's Fleet. | 


SIR, 


Admiralty Office, 1ſt February, 1744. 


I Have received your Letter of the 3oth paſt, and, 


have laid the ſame before my Lords Commiſſioners 


of the Admiralty. I am ſorry for the Miſtake in di- 


recting to you as Vice-Adm— of the Red; it was a 
great Error of the Clerk who made the Letter up. 


1 am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
Tho— Cor—tt. 


— * 


To Mr. Sec — Cor—tt. 


So | 

|  Berry-ſtreet, St. James's, - February zd, 1744. 

9 HIS —_— I received your Letter of the iſt 
of February, ſignifying that you had communi- 

cated mine of the goth paſt, to my Lords Com- 

miſſioners of the Admiralty, | 


Jam, Sir, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
R—d L—k. 


To 


95 
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To Mr. Secretary Ct. 


SI | | 
No - Berry-Street, St. James's, Feb. 8, 1744. 
o my Letter of the 27th of November, I annexed 

a Liſt of Evidences that were in England, am 

which were mentioned ſuch Officers and Quarter-d 
People of his Majeſty's Ship Namur, as were on board 
of the Revenge the 11th of February, 1743. And al- 
though in your Anſwer of the 29th of November, you 
tell me that the late Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty will give the neceſſary Orders to keep them at 
home, yet left any of them ſhould eſcape me, I muſt 
i beg to mention underneath the Names of ſuch as are 
: come to my Knowledge: And alſo as I have been in- 
formed that his Majefty's Ship Princeſs Louiſa is under 
Sailing Orders, I muſt beg you will remind their Lord- 
ſhips, that Lieutenant Richard Dubois of that Ship, is 
mentioned. in the-ſame Liſt, as having been on board of 
his Majeſty's Ship Ruſſel, on the Day of the late Action 


in the Mediterranean. 


„1 Jan, Hir, 
| | Vur moſt Obedient, ' 
Humble Servant, | 
R d Lok, 


N. B. With the above Letter was ſent 2 Liſt of Per- 
ſons on board of the Revenge, the 11th of February, 
17 4.3, and came home in the Namur, | 


— 


8 — 


To Vite-Adm— 1 I —xK. 


41. 
Admiralty-Office, Feb. 10, 1744. 
MN Edward Clarke, third Lieutenant of the Ludlow- 

"+ Caſtle, and Mr. Alexander Philips, Purſer of that 
Ship, being in the Lift of Perſons who you have de- 
ſired may be detained at home, as Part of your Evidence 
at the intended Court- Martial, and the ſaid Ship being 

| | under 
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under Orders to convoy the Trade to Portugal, and af- 
ter a Stay of about ten Days at Lisbon to return to Eng- 
land with the homeward- bound Trade, from thence I 
am commanded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty to deſire you will let me know, for their Infor- 
mation, whether you demand their ſtaying at home, to 
be in the way when the intended Court - Martial is to 
be held; in which Caſe other Officers muſt neceſſarily 
be appointed in their room, as the Ship cannot go to 
Sea without ſuch Officers. +7) | . 
J am, Sir, 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 
T— C—tt. 


— I * — 1 1 — — 


— — 


To Mr. Secretary Ott. 


„8 
170 ed An Chigwell, Feb. 11th, 1744. 
J Thank my Lords Conitnifiontty of the Admiralty: 
for your Letter of Yeſterday's Date; which I have 
juſt now received, by the Hands of my Servant, In 
Anſwer to which I muſt obſerve, that Lieutenant 
Clarke and Mr. Alexander Philips were not only men- 
tioned in my Lift of the 27th of November, but allowed 
to me by their late Lordſhips in your Anſwer of the 
29th of the ſame Month, and really they are ſuch Evi- 
dences as I cannot ſuffer to eſcape me, 

Their Lordſhips are the beſt Judges, whether the 
Ludlow-Caftle will be able to return before the Day of 
my Trial ; I muſt acknowledge, I would not willingly. 
depend on that, for the Danger of the Sea and the 
Enemy are againſt me, beſides a longer Stay, that un- 
| foreſeen Accidents may occaſion, and prevent her from 
returning ; in that Caſe therefore, I think no Man 
would truſt any part of his Cauſe upon fo precarious a 
Footing ; and as I have at ſtake, all that is valuable, I 
cannot poſſibly conſent to what may in any meaſure en- 
danger my Preſervation, or render my Juſtification leſs 
manifeſt and perſpicuous. | ; 
However, as I ſhould be ſorry they ſhould loſe their 
Employments, I humbly hope their Lordſhips will be 
pleaſed 


(6399 
pleaſed to move them into Ships that are not immediately 
going abroad ; particularly Mr. trig, kg in conſide- 


* 


ration of being Purſer of a Fourth- 
ſuperſeded, was by my Lord *. -a appointed Purſe 
of the Ludlew-Caſile, until the Vacancy of a ſuperior + 
Rate happened. 


ate, and unjuſtly 


I hope, tho? you have taken no notice of it, you re- 


ceived my Letter of Jaſt Week, wherein I mentioned 
the Names of thoſe who belonged to the Revenge on the 
11th of February, and came home in the Namur. 


Jam, Sir, | 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 


_— 


— 


To Vice- A L——k. 


— 


$1 R. 


I Have received and communicated to my Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty, your Letter of the 8th 
Inſtant, with the Lift on the other Side of Perſons who 
belonged to the Revenge on the 11th of February, 1743, 
and came home in the Namur, wherein you have-named 
Lieutenant Mark Tiddeman as one of your Evidences, 
in addition to thoſe 12 mentioned in your Letter of the 
27th of November laſt; and in Anſwer thereto I am to 
acquaint you, that Captain Berkeley of the Namur, had 
(in purſuance of the Directions given him upon your 
former Application) returned hither the Names of all 
the ſaid Perſons, except the above named Lieutcnant, 
who is upon Half-Pay, and ſhall be forth coming at the 
intended Court- Martial. | 

The Method their Lordſhips have taken to keep your 
Evidence together is as follows. 

The Commiſſion and Warrant Officers who are im- 
2 under their oẽn Appointment, their Lord- 
ſhips will take care ſhall not go out of the Land till the 
Trial is over. 

They have given the like Order to ti.c Navy-Board, 
in relation to Maſters and Surgeons. 


Admiralty-Office, Feb. 12th, 1744. 


And 
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"And as to the other Quarter-deck People, their Lord- 
ſhips have ordered them to be born as Supernumeraries 
on board one of the great Ships at Portſmouth. n 
And in anſwer to what you mention in your ſaid 
Letter, about Lieutenant Dubois, of the Princeſs Louiſa, 
I am to acquaint you, he has been ſome time fince re- 
moved to the Royal George. . 
I have, ſince the writing this, received yours of the 
lith, and in Compliance with your Deſire in relation 
to Lieutenant Clarke of the Ludlow-Cafile, and Mr. 
Philips, Purſer of the ſaid Ship, their Lordfhips have re- 
moved the Lieutenant into the Sandwich, and given 
the Purſer leave to ſtay in England, and appoint a De- 
puty to act for him in the Ship during the Vows. 
Tam, Sir, 1 ” 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 
T—s C——tt. 


* — 


To Mr. Secretary PEN 
812, Chigwell, Feb. 13th 

gwen, „Iztn, 1744. 
J Think it my Duty to thank 22 Lords Commiſſio- 


ners of the Admiralty for your Letter of Veſterday's 
Date: The Method they have taken to keep my Evi- 
dences together, requires my Thanks and Acknowledg- 
ments; therefore be pleaſed to aſſure them, that I ſhall 
always retain the moſt grateful Sentiments of their 
Juſtice and Goodneſs. I am alſo extremely thankful - 
for the Remove of Lieutenant Clarke, and their Lord- 


ſhips Leave to the Purſer, Mr. Philips, to ſtay in Eng- 
land. 


LT have a true Senſe of all their Favours, and am, 
Sir, 

Your moſt Humble Servant, : 

<5; R d 1 —k... 


* . . 

, FF " 
BEE wh. — 
GR. 


Mrs. N 


a p, 8. Mr. Stuart and Sir Charles Hardy, inferior 
Flag-Officers to Vice-Admiral Leftock, were at this time 
promoted to the Rank above him. 2. 

b. p. 14. Mr. Leftock did not only write frequently on 
the ſame Subject to his G— the D—ke of Nee, but 
took 'all Opportunities of waiting on him, for near three 
Months together, which Conſtancy at laſt produced the 
K—g's Order to the L—ds of the Ad——ty, fignifying 
his Pleaſure to bring Admiral Lefock with all poſfible 
Expedition to his Trial, — Accordingly, Mr. S---y C---tt, 
by his Letter of the 26th of Aug. 1744, gives him No- 
tice. But as to the Printing the Letters and Papers that 
paſs'd between the Admirals, Mr. Ze/tock was forbid do- 
ing it, in the Name of the M----y, which he forbore.--- 
However, in the ſame Month theſe Papers were publiſh'd, 
with Remarks on, and Anſwers to the Narrative of the 
Fleet in the Mediterranean. Whatever Satisfaction the 
Original Papers might give the Publick, to ſhow where 
the Fault lay, theſe Remarks and Anſwers were ſo 
Trifling, Weak, and Inſignificant, that they were not 
thought deſerving of a Reply ; as they ſeemed rather 
to illuſtrate the many glaring Truths, and ſtrong 
Arguments of the Pamphlet, entitled, The Narrative, 
than to controvert and prove the Falſhood and Malig- 
nity of them. | \ 

c. p. 17. The Diſadvantages the Suſpended Admiral 
labours under are innumerable, while Mr. AV Ss, on 
the contrary, has all the Benefit that Fortune, Power, 
and Intereſt can give him. Among the many Advan- 
tages we may venture to enumerate, that his Miſcon- 
duct cannot be enquired into, before Mr. is Juſ- 
tified ; and if that never happens, then in all Probability 
he will exult over him, and his Raſhneſs, Folly, and 
Miſbehaviour, particularly that of never Exerciſing and 
Diſciplining the Ships 5 his Command, by frequent- 
5 drawing them into Lines of Battle, agreeable to his 
Inſtructions ; and above all, ſuffering the Enemy to get 
away the third Day with their Lame Ships, by calling 
Mr. Hoff from the Chace, tho' undeniable Facts, 
and univerſally known, will nevertheleſs eſcape Cen- 
ſure, and be involved in the Vice-Admiral's Condem- 
nation, as it cannot be ſuppoſed, he will ever after- 
wards have Intereſt enough to bring him to an Ac- 
count. It is a Diſpute between an Admiral in 

19 Power, 
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Power, next to being at the Head of the Fleet, (joined 
to a formidable Intereſt of other Admirals, who, if they 
do not in ſome Meaſure owe to him their Promotion, 
yet they received many Obligations from him when he 
Commanded) and an inferior Admiral, deprived of 
Power, and injured in the tendereſt Point, that of his 
Reputation, ue for Juſtice, and a fair De- 
ciſion.— The Difference between being Proſecutor 
and Defendant is eaſily diſtinguiſhed, both in regard to 
ve Circumſtances, and the general Opinion of 
ankind. In ſhort, one ſeems to have it in his Power 
either to become a powerful, ſtrenuous Friend, or a 
ſevere, bitter Enemy ; whereas the impotent State the 
other appears in, ſeems to Incapacitate him from being 
either of them.---The immenſe Wealth Mr. A 5 
has acquired, has given him Power, and the Number of 
Preferments he has ſo laviſhly beſtowed, at the Expence 
of publick Treaſure, has given him Intereſt, and 
raiſed up many Friends; there are the Proſpects of 
Power and Intcreſt to allure with, and thoſe of Enmit 
and Reſentment to intimidate with, conſequently they 
muſt have ſome Weight and Influence, together with 
that implacable Hatred, nouriſhed almoſt from Infancy, 
and the Neceſſity of juſtifying his Conduct, by the Ru- 
in of him, whoſe Vindication muſt condemn himſelf, 
nay bring about his Diſhonour, Infamy, and Loſs of 
Fortune.----On the other Hand, Mr. L— 4, in the 
Eye of the Law, is deem'd a Criminal; beſides the 
Clamour of the Multitude, who received the firſt Ru- 
mour and Noiſe implicitely, which Reaſon and Inno- 
cence, tho? ever ſo Vilible, can never Eradicate, as their 
popular Fury render them incapable of forming a juſt 
Judgment, and making a diſpaſſionate Enquiry to re- 
move the firſt Impreſhon, we have found him contend- 
ing with almoſt inſurmountable Difficulties, to procure 
what every Englipman has an indubitable Right to, 
that of being Heard, before he can be Puniſhed, Cen- 
ſured, or Diſgrac'd. He has had no Opportunity to 
accumulate Wealth, or make Friends, but from the 
Juſtice of his Cauſe; an inconſiderable Advocate in this 
Age ! Let the Reader judge then, whether his Innocence 
muſt nat be very Conſpicuous, for a Court-Martial to 
acquit him Honourably, compos'd of Sea-Officers, who 
cannot be excited, with regard to him, either by Hope 
or Fear; whoſe particular — cannot be leſſen'd, 


Or 


1 


or Promotions endanger'd by his Reſentment, whatever 
their Sentence ſhould happen to be, eſpecially if they 
ſhould arm themſelves againſt him, * putting it for 
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ever out of his Power to attempt it: Hence it can on- 
ly be an honeſt ws capable of reſiſting every 
powerful Temptation, Fear, and Deluſion, together 
with that Independence of Mind which enables a Court 
to do Juſtice, that can poſſibly acquit this unfortunate 
Gentleman. Conſidering theſe Circumſtances, with 
many others, equally prevalent, but too tedious to re- 
peat, what hath he not at Stake ? All that is dear to 
him ; the Reputation of an Officer, and fifty Years 
Service.----Can it be thought in this View, by the Ju- 
dicious and Impartial, an unreaſonable Boon to require 
the Officers and Quarter-deck People of two Ships, 
with the Fire-ſhip's People that were ſaved, being ſent 
for home ?----Among which there ſhould be an Allow- 
ance made for the Ignorant and Stupid, who can give 
no reaſonable Account ; fer out of this Number, it is a 
Queſtion whether a fourth Part of them may be in- 
telligible Perſons : Such is the Diſadvantages of ſending 
for Evidence at Random, at ſo great a Diſtance, with- 
out the Poſſibility of knowing the Depth of their 
Knowledge and Apprehenſions, or afterwards amending, 
any Defect of that Kind, proceeding from Ignorance, 
by requeſting the Trial to be put off, until more ſenſible 
Ara are ſent for, and come home. For Example, 
there may be fifteen out of twenty, who can neither ſpeak 
for, nor againſt particular Facts; whereas the remaining 
Five may be poſitive in their Depoſitions, and determine 
the Point. What Perſon then in Being would truſt ſo 
great a Stake to ſo precarious a Dependence as that of 
tending for a Few, when the Laws of his Country 
2 him Authority to inſiſt upon as many as he pleaſes? 

ut though this be the Caſe of A—1I J. — 4, it can- 
not be inferr'd that it is Mr. N s's. For after he 
ſuſpended the former, and ſent him Home, with all 
imaginable Diſpatch, he had Time ſufficient to pick 
out, among the Crouds of his Creatures, to allure, nay 
to prefer ſuch Perſons as were willing to ſupport the 
Legality of this Suſpenſion, whether actuated thereto 
by falſe Gratitude and future Proſpects, or a Conformity 
to Iruth----At leaſt this Gentleman had it in his Power 
to guard againit ſending for unneceſſary People, who 
could not ſpeak to his Purpoſe, if he was fo Conſcien- 
64 | cious 
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cious to heſitate at any Iniquity and Injuſtice to finiſh 
what he had begun in Vindication of himſelf. ----When 
all this is thoroughly conſidered, and that common Pru- 
dence and Self- preſervation, the firſt Law of Nature, 
directs us not to depend on the Juſtice of our Cauſe 
alone, but to arm againſt every. ſiniſter Art and Strata- 
gem, that a lame and wicked Cauſe may prompt ; to 
which the Innocent and Unwary too often fall a Sacri- 
fice, by being lull'd afleep in a dangerous Security, 
and neglecting a proper Defence, with every nece 
Preparation : It is rather to be wondered at, that Mr. 
L—k did not inſiſt upon the Officers and Quarter-deck 
People of the whole Diviſion being ſent for, ſince it 
is not only obvious that moſt of theſe Ships from their 
being kept ſo long abroad, even longer than thoſe 
that are arriv'd, are hardly able to ſwim, but that the 
Officers and Quarter-deck People of four or five of the 
nine Sail, which were ſuffered thus to come Home 
without bringing any of his Evidence, maugre all his 
Sollicitations, might have at leaſt been exchanged with 
thoſe of his Diviſion, without any Inconveniencies, or 
Injuring the publick Service: And indeed, had it been 
the Exchange of the whole nine Sail, why not, when 
theſe Ships were to bring Satisfaction to an injured 
Nation, big with Expectation; and to fix the Puniſh- 
ment and Odium upon the guilty Perſon? In Affairs 
of much leſs Importance, Officers and Quarter-deck 
People, nay even whole Ships Companies have been 
turn'd over, or exchang'd; why it was Declin'd and 
Neglected now, is the more ſurprizing, upon ſo extra- 
ordinary an Exigency, and is ſubmitted to the Judg- 
ment of the Reader. 

d p. 21. Mr. L k here laments the more, and 
indeed with ſome Reaſon, that the neceſſary Witneſſes 
were not ordered Home, on board of the nine Sail 
expected, particularly as the Namur, A— | ᷑— s 
Ship was one of them: For beyond all Diſpute this 
Ship had a thorough Repair, and was compleatly fitted 
juſt before ſhe ſail'd, therefore ſhe muſt be in a much 
better Condition than any one of the remaining three 
ſecond Rates in the Mediterranean, that had been in 
Commiſſion eighteen Months longer upon Service, and 
now above four Years ſince they were Clean'd ; inſo- 
much that while the Namur was able to keep the Sea, 


the Barfleur in particular was oblig'd to be ſent to 
Mahon, 


orn. 
Mahon, to be patch'd up there: An evident Proof of 
A—1＋ s Preheminence and Superiority, to 


the Prejudice of Admiral L. k, if not to the 
Publick Service. Whether this Point was carried by 
-miſrepreſenting the true State and Condition of the Va- 
mur, or by Dint of Intereſt and the Power of Friends, 
wie cannot ſay, but ſo it has happened, and may be ſup- 
poſed to have given Mr. I ſome Shew of Reaſon, 
from the Appearance, to glance it at their L $ 
in this Letter to Mr. S——y C——tt. 

e p. 21. As we cannot pretend to give any juſt Reaſon 
why the Ls C—s of the 2 ould have 
declin'd ſending for the Evidence requir'd by Ad——1 
L— (in his Letter of 21 Aug. next Day after re- 
ceiving Mr. Corbett's Letter, which ſignified the King's 
Pleaſure, and their Lordſhip's Reſolution) and omit fo 
fair an Opportunity as that of nine Sail coming home 
* together, which may not happen again while the War 
continues, the impartial Reader will not be difpleas'd to 
find Ad------1 Z------+ alarm'd on this Occaſion, and 
exprefling his Surprize at the Neglect, and will take 
this Letter rather as a manifeſt Proof of his Earneſtneſs 
and Fervour to bring on the Hearing, than any Back- 
wardneſs and Lukewarmneſs, as the Enemies to Truth 
and him, have given out; nay ſome of them of Di- 
ſtinction, the ee of whoſe Employments, one 
would have thought, ſhould have taught them "Truth 
and Candour, and prevented their giving Scope to fo 
much Ignorance and Malice. This Gentleman's Aſſidu- 
ity in ſpurring on the L---ds of the Ad-----y, and de- 
manding Diſpatch agreeible to the K----g's . 
the Aſtoniſhment he expreſſes, with the Complaints he 
makes that the Witneſtes had not been ordered home, 
nor yet he received any Reply to his Letter, requiring 
this Juſtice, tho* writ almoſt three Months ago, ſuffi- 
ciently ſhew how ready and eager he was to juſti 
himſelf, and that he had us'd his utmoſt Endeavours to 
forward the Enquiry.---What then are we to think of 
thoſe Men, thoſe Detractors and Revilers, when we 
find them publiſhing, and openly to all the World de- 
claring the Contrary, and loading the innocent Perſon 
with the Reproach of putting off and protracting the 
Time of Trial, by raiſing Difficulties, and ſtarting 
trifling Objections : 
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Fp. 22. Mr. PITS is deſir'd in the Ad Fs 
urn, that tho' the Admiral's 


Days yet as it contained new Matter, Mr. L— + ha 
a Right to an Anſwer, ſignifying their L — ps Re- 
ſolution, and not be kept three Months in Suſpenſe, 
without knowing what obſtructed the Juſtice he had a 
Title to demand of them. 

g p. 22. The Summoning of Mr. L s Witneſ- 
ſes when he deſir'd it, could not have been attended 
with the leaſt Injuſtice to either Party, or any ill Conſe- 
quences ; on the contrary, it would have 23 great Diſ- 
patch in this Affair, and been a very neceſſary Proceeding, 
conſidering that theſe Ships were ordered -Home; ſuppoſing 
the Charge againſt him had not been known to be fix- 
ed and certain: But this was not the Caſe; their 
I ps having received Mr. AV. s's Queries, + 
and Reply to Mr. L----#'s Anſwers to theſe Queries, to- 
gether with the Copy of the Order of Suſpenſion, (which 
had been all Printed and Publiſh'd ſome Months ago) 
theſe undoubtedly then, with the K——#g's Order to 
their I ps, to try him for his Conduct in the 
late Action, imply'd and fix'd the Charge in ſo Explicit 
a Manner, that it was impoſſible to think that Mr. 


'L—— could be try'd for any thing elſe ; conſequently 


the Reaſon the S y is pleas'd to give, could be of 
no Weight or real Hindrance to their L ps further 
Proceedings. 


h p. . Eſpecially when we find that Ad 

s, after his Arrival in England, was ſo patient- 
ly and paſſively ſuffer'd to be filent on that Subject for 
ſeven Weeks; and when the mighty Mountain brought 
forth, behold he excuſed himſelf, that he had not been 
able to find his Papers before, to know the Names of the 
neceſſary Evidences! An idle Pretence, and the more 
ridiculouſly pleaded on this Occaſion, as it is directed to 


a Board, where ſome of them had full well Experienc'd, 
what Pains and Labour he had taken to raiſe Ob- 


jections towards obſtructing the coming on of the 


Trial: Alledging, that Mr. L— + was not now in the 
Service, as if the Crown could have been brought to 
govern in the ſame deſpotick Manner as he has done, 
inconſiſtent with the Liberties, Laws, and Juſtice which 
are due to every Exgliſb Subject. Beſides Tin Bn 

weakly 
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weakly as ignorantly, that he could not be | L 
tr $4 , a 3 Flag-Officer to him w . E 
ſide at the Court Martial: As if the L-—ds C =-<rs: 
for executing the Office of Lord 3 * Ad——] were 
not fully empowered, by an Act of Parliament, to grant 
a Commiſſion to any inferior Flag-Officer that t 
pleaſe, nay even were it to the junior Rear-Admiral, to 
try the firſt Admiral in Great Britain. What would 
the Enemies of Mr. I. ——4, the Creatures of Mr. 
N s, arid the Followers of his Fortune give, for 
ſo fair an Opening to declaim and inveigh againſt Mr. 
L — — Siürely theſe ridiculous Scruples and Heſi- 
tations, joined with that Slackneſs and paſſive Humour 
in the Ad ——ty, would with great Juſtice and Shew of 
Reaſon, give room for Chaſtiſement and bitter Reproach. 
And after this, can any Wretch be Adventurous and 
Impudent enough to affirm, that the Delay to a National 
Satisfaction and publick Juſtice, proceeds from any Part 
of Mr. L ——#'s Conduct? 

i p. 25. Undoubtedly Mr. L. k with good 
Reaſon might have refus'd anſwering to this additional 
Article, as what could not poſſibly, with any Degree of 
Fuſtice, be reckon'd part of the Charge againit him. 
However, he ſubmitted to it; arming himſelf with his 
own Innocence, and thereby preventing the DetraQion 
and Calumny of his Adverſaries, who upon this Occa- 
ſion would have made the moſt ſevere and uncharitable 
Conſtructions. — Notwithſtanding this Article is call'd 
a ſcandalousBreach of Truſt, the firſt Lieutenant of the 
Neptune, on the Day of the late Action, candidly con- 
feſſes himſelf to be guilty ſo far as to ſend to Capt. 
Purvis, though not by Capt. Stepney, to plead in his 
own Defence a 8 Addition to the firſt Article 
of the fighting Inſtructions, made and ſigned by the Com- 
mander in Chief, conſequently in full Force, tho* perhaps 
too unguardedly added, as it helped no doubt to acquit 
the unfortunate Captain. But ſo far from eſteeming this 
a Breach of Integrity, or an Act of Injuſtice, we can- 
not help ap TR Humanity and Common Honeſty 
teach us this Candour and Charity to our Fellow- 
Creatures ; and what would have become the Judges of 
the Court-Martial, even the Preſident himſelf (if he 
was not ignorant of his own Order) to mention it, had 
its Notice eſcaped the Priſoner's Obſervation, Other- 


wiſe, 


—— — a „ 


wn. 
: ; 9 


oo Violation of the Rights and Privileges: 9 
hor => ; op} ny Judge, and banih all ſuch 2 


"way e to Vice-Ad—} K— 


wnJ0:his. Judge, | 
tinwny; x and it is thus 8 
ruſt toe the Judge to ſpeak the To ind 
rem ſuch Principles of og 


JOE a and Inhumanity. 

__ p- EA ith Submiſſion To Me. S y the Witneſſes 
vere * dhe 21ſt. of Hazy, which is above 
* A Meſſenger a few Days aftex 
„ to ſend Home 


the Witneſſes. 


* 2m p. 31. I. hough Mr. S knew himſelf to be 


in his 5 8 ID yet as there was a new Board 


-» of Ad "med; and Mr, M=——s 
"had alledged N whe no 5 E. — 


ger a Flag-Officer, together 
with his Adherents as well as many, deluded People, at 


this Time ta remove all Scruples, and to convinee 
them of . their Ignorance, the Oueſt 
put to their L——— ps 


on was deafonably 


s 


n p. 32. Beyond all Diſpute, an Officer when. be 7 is 


out. of Employment may be tried for Offences commit- 


ted by him hen he Was employed but the Queſtion 
which more properly ariſes here is, whether an Officer 


can be July tried-for Offences, after he has been already 


- Purified 
of Whether he can be legally reduced from whole Pay, 


them; by being diſcharged from the Service; 


to half, under a Sufpenſion from Duty, without a 
Trial? The Power of Trying is certain, if the 
Crime is committed in actual Service and Pay. But the 
material Queſtion is, what legal Power and Authority 
have the I ds C———rs for executing the Office of 
Lord High-Admiral, to puniſh any Criminal whatever, 
otherwiſe than as a- Court-Martial all think fit? 
However we may venture to affirm, that a Perſon a 
cus'd of any Miſdemcanor, cannot, conſiſtent with & 
Liberties: and Laws of this Conſtitution, be Puniſh 


1 


either by the Loſs of his Poſt, his Pay, or the leaſt Di- 


minution of it, before he is triec 
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